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note of the matter and cause inquiries to
be made.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.57 p.m.

Aegislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 7th Janwary, 1909.

PagE

Questions : Sewerage Filter Beds, Cluisebrook ... 1296
Governmeot Markets, Perth ... .. 1298
Dairy Herds, Coutrol . ... 1296
Loan Aunthorisations, Correspundence 1296
Police Coustable 0'Loughlin's Dmmsml 1296
Mines Prosecution, Malcolm . 1297

Pnper presented . 1297

Obituary, Mr. J. P. MeLnrty . 1297

Eailway Indusirial Asreements Papers not com-
plete . 1297

Ammn.l Estlmam, Votes and Thems dxscusaed 1298

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and rvead prayers.

QUESTION — SEWERAGE FILTER
BEDS, CLAISEBROOK.

Mr. SWAN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has Mr. Davis certified that
the filler beds at Claisebrook will act?
2, If not, is the Minister personally satis-
fied on this point? 3, If so, on whose
judgment does he base his opinion?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, No, Mr. Davis only acted as
adviser to the Government in the prepara-
tion of the scheme when he approved the
general design and site of the filter beds.
2 and 3, The Engineer-in-Chief 'is of the
opinion  that the filters will act satis-
factorily. Fhe reasons given, in my
opinion, support this view,

QUESTION — QOVERNMENT JMAR-

KETS, PERTH.
Mr. GILL asked the Minister for
Agriculture: Is it his intention to com-
ply with the request of the market gar-
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P.C. O’ Loughlin.

deners for the establishment of open
markeis in Perth4

The HONORARY MINISTER re-
plied: Representations in this connection
have been made to the municipal anthori-
ties within whose province it should be
to provide facilities of this nature. I am
now awaiting their determination in the
matter.

QUESTION—DAIRY HERDS, CON-

TROL.

Mr. GILL asked the Premier: Is it his
intention to make the necessary provision
this session for the transferring of the
dairy herds from the Health to the Stock
Department?

The PREMIER replied: The inspec-
tion of dairy herds is now being carried
out by the Stock Department.

QUESTION — LOAN AUTHORISA-

TIONS, CORRESPONDENCE.
Mr. WALKER asked the Colonial

Treasurer: Has he any objection to lay-
ing on ihe Table of the House all the cor-
respondence between his department and
the - Auditor General relating lo Loan
Authorisations as referred to on page
123 of the Aunditor General’s last report?

The TREASURER replied: I have no
objection.

QUESTION — POLICE CONSTABLE
OLOUGHLIN’S DISMISSAL.
Mr. HORAN asked the Premier: Has
he any objeetion to iaying upon the Table
of the House all papers in conneetion
with the appointment, punishment, and

subsequent dismissal from the Police
Force of E. O’Longhlin?
The PREMIER replied: No; hut I

shall be glad if the hon. member will move
in the usual way for the papers; the
motion will be treated as formal and can
come on immediately. " If he likes, the
hon. member can see the papers at my |
office.

Mr. Iforan: Very well.
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QUESTION —MINES PROSECUTION,
MALCOLM.

Mr. TAYLOR asked the Minisier for
Mines: Has he any objection to laying
upon the Table of the House alt the
papers in connection with the proseculions
of Mr. Brimage by tlhe Inspector of
Mines at Maleolm?

The MINISTER TFOR MINES re-
plied: No, subject to ihe usual procedure,

PAPER PRESENTED,
By the Minister for Mines: Slate Bai-
_tery parts, manufacture (orderad on
motion by Mr. Bath).

OBITUGARY—Mr. J. P. McL.ARTY.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
Before proceeding with the (hders of the
Day, it is my painful duty to announce
that sinee the adjournment of the House
last evening the late wember for Murray,
Mr. John Pollard Melarty, passed away
to that bourne from whieh no traveller
returns. T am sure hon. members are
with me in desiring that some record
should be made of the esteem in whieh that
hon. member was held in this House, and
at the same time that lhe sincere syviu-
pathy whieh is felt with his relatives
should be eonveved to them. The late
hon. member was one of the earliest
pioneers of the Kimberley District. He
arrived there early in the eighties, when
he endured many hardships and priva-
tions. At that time the blacks were very
troublezome there, and as a matter of fack
one «f his comrades soon after having
arvived there was speared by them. The
late member was some 12 years in that
district, and engaged in establishing a
station there which iz now well known,
and which is held at the present time by
" the Kimberley Pastoral Company. Pos-
sessed of a kindly and unassuming man-
ner he enjoyed the friendship and respect
of all. Personally T mourn his loss as
the frend of a lifetime and alse as a
loyal eolleagme. 1 beg to move—

That a message of condolence be sent

by Mr. Speaker on behalf -of the

- Legislative Assembly to the relatives of
the late Mr. John Pollard McLarty,
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Mr. BATH (Brown Hill): In second-
ing the motion T am sure all members in
the House will agree with the Premier
in the tribute he has paid to the deceased
member. 1 feel suwre that members will
agree willh me that none hut feelings of
svinpathby have heen felt by them fto-
wirids the late wentleman when as a mem-
ber of this House we have seen him oe-
cupying his place when he wmust have
been  suffering  severely, and we  lave
watehed the progress of the illness with
feelings of great concern, Many of the
menbers had not the 7pleasure of ae-
quaintance witl the deceased gentleman
exeept 05 a wember of the Fanse, and
they found him kindly and unassuming
and 0 gentleman with whom it was a
pleasure to converse and be aequainted.
T join with the Premier in expressing
condolences, and regretfully seeond this
motion,

Question
their places.

The PREMIER: Tn order to enable
metbers if they so desire to pay a last
tribute of respect to the late member for
Murray, whose funeral will take place at
Pinjarra to-morrow, T bheg to move—

Thal the House at ity wrising do
adjourn unlil Tuesday nexl at 4.30 pom.

Question passed.

passed, members vrising in

RATLWAY INDUSTRIAL

MENTS.
Papers not complete.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): Before
tlie Orders of the Day are proceeded with,
T would like to eall attention to the faect
that on tle. 16th December I moved a
wotion, “ That all papers in ennnection
with ihe disputes, couferences, industrial
agreements, and industrial arbitration
cose belween the Minister and the Com-
missioner of Railways and the railway
employees in the yenrs 1904 and 1905, he
laid upon the Table of the House” I
have looked through the file that has been
laid on the Table, and I find that the
papers are very incomplete.  There are
many other records that should have heen
produced and which are not there. My
desire is tn ask that those papers should
be presented with the others. There are

AGREE-
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A great many papers on ‘the file dealing
wiih sonwthing that ocenrred afterwards
bui which liave no bearing in conneetion
with the matter thal [ spoke of: and 1
notiee by io-day’s newspapers that a
precis, evidently Hxed up in the Minister’s
office or under the Minister’s instructions,
has been published, and the wording of
this preeis is exactly alike in both news-
papers. 1t shows that those papers have
been sent down not with the intention of
giving the information that I desire to
get. 1 desive that the whole of the papers
and ihe reports of the conference in ae-
ceordanee with the resolution carried he
laid on the Table of the House.

Mr, JOHNSON (Guildford): As one
interested in these papers, I desire to en-
dorse the remarks of the hon, member.
In speaking at the recent Menzies elec-
tions and -on other oceasions, the Minister
for Railways directly connected my
mname’with the preparation of an indus-
tital agreement, and subsequently the
workers ‘going "to- the: Arbitration Court.
T have lnoked through these papers and
I cannot find ome -solitary minute re-
ferring to me. REither the papers are in-
complete or the Minister has made an in-
enrreet statement. T do not think the
Minister would make an incorrect state-

ment, therefore the file must be ineom-.

plete.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory) : As far as I know, the file
is perfectly complete:. T have no know-

ledge of - any of the papers heing
omitted. They were -sent to me by
the Railway Deparimeit, and T be-

Yieve they are in every sense complete.
The statement made by the membher for
Murchisén is what one usually expeects
from him in connection with statements
published tn the Press. At no time dur-
ing the past fortnight have T seen any
member of the Press in any shape or
form in connection with these papers.
What they have published they have
taken from the flle entirely on their own
responsibility and I have not consulted
any of them or asked any of them to
publish anything whatever in connection
with'the file. 2 '
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Mr. HOLMAN: [ desire to have an
order given that the whole of Lhe papers
he presented fo the House.

Mr, SPEAKER: That
earred.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T will
certainly inquire and ascertain if there
Are ANy More papers.

motion  was

i
Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margavet): 1f this

House orders certain papers to be
laid  on  the Table and they ave
presenied in an incomplete form  and
the hon, member who asked for them

requests the Speaker to issue an order
that all the papers should be forthcoming
i aceordance with the resolution, T think
ik is a funetion that the Speaker should
perform, thai he should see fhat the
terms of the mofion are ecarried out.
That is all the member has asked for, and
I think it is necessary that when an
order of the House is given it should be
carried ont.

Mi. BPEAKER: Certamly, ihe avder
of the House must he eomplied with.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1908-9.
In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the previous day. Br,

Daglish in the Chair,

Treasury Department and Administra-
tive - Branches (Hon, Frank Wilsen,
Treasurver}. -

Vole—Treasury, £9,696:

Mr. TAYLOR: It had been the prae-
tice, as far back as he knew of, for the
Minister in charge of the depariment to
give the Committee an idea of the de-
partment’s figures when the Estimates
were under consideration. In delivering
his Budget speech the Treasurer had net
covered his own department in that de-
tailed manner which would enahle the
Comuiittee to intelligently deal with- the
vole on the Estimates without further ex:
planation. 1t would obviate a good deal
of questioning if (he Treasurer wonld
give them some general idea of the de-
partment’s figures.

The TREASURER: Tn an experience
extendinmg over- the last 12 years he had
never known the Treasurer make an ih-
trodnctory speech on the Estimates of his
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own  depariment.  The DBudget speech
covered the whole of the depariments’
operations, and it appeared to him if
would be only wasting the time of the
Commitiee for him 10 now make a fur-
ther specel. There was but little he eonld
add to the iuformation be had given in
the ¢omrse of his Budget speech; how-
ever, he would be wnly too happy to ex-
plain any itemn pointed to by members.

Ttewn, Under-TFreasurer, Commonwealth
sub-Treagury., £100;

My, BATH: Wu$ (his amount a pay-
ment from the Conunonwealth For ser-
vices rendered by the Under-Treasurer?

The TREASURER : It was a payment
by the Federal Government to the Under-
Treasurer asz sub-Treasurer in charge of
acconnts in Westertt Australia. The ac-
countant alse had a payment of £75, and
another officer, the paymaster, received
£30 for services rendered to the Com-
monwealth, For soine years prior to his
(the Treasurer’s) term of office these
paymenis had been made direct to the
officers eoncerned; hut at a conference of
State offieials beld in Melhourne it was
decided that all paymenis from the Com-
monwealth for services rendered should
he made to the Treasury direet. In con-
sequence of this he (the Treasurer) had
issued instructions thalt suel  payvmenis
should be made into the Treasury and not
to the officers direet; and, subjeci io the
approval of Cabinet. that the amount
should be included in the Annual Esti-
mates in order that Parlimment night see
exactly what is servanls were drawing,
whether from the Siate or from the Com-
monwealth Government, He was sorry
to say thai one or two small payments
were still being made direct in other de-
partmenis.  JJust reeently his attention
had been drawn to a small payment by
the Commonwealth of £20 to the Sheriff.
However, in future the practice of pay-
ingr into the Treasury instend of to the
officer concerned would be followed in all
deparfments.

Mr. BATH: T was cectainly
more  satisfactory that the House
*sliould  know  exacily what  these offi-
cers  were receiving. But in  cases
where the additional task did noi involve
working beyond ordinary office hours
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would it not be reasonable if the Trea-
sury ilself were to get the payment, with-
out the necessity of refunding it to the
officers concerned. As it was, the Under-
Treasurer was getiing £150 more than any
other under-secretary, in addition to
which lie apparently was receiving £100
from the Commonwenlth, making his
salary £850.

The TREASURER: To some extent he
agreed with whal the Lender of the Oppo-

sition had said.  Possibly if we were
making o fresh appointment to this
pesition 4 might Dbe fair and rea-
sonable not o allow this £100 extra.
However, the present TUnder-Treasurer
was a  very old servant of the

Staie, and he certainly was not being
overpaid at £750; moreover he had been
receiving this £100 since the inaunguration
of Federation. In these circumstances he
(the Treasurver) bad concluded that it
would be unfair to deprive the Under-
Treasurer of this £100 payment from the
Cumonwealth. The House had approved
of it each year during his (the Trea-
surer’s) regime, for it had invariably ap-
pearved on the Estinates. At the present
time he {the Treasurer) would have to
oppose the suggested reduction.  When
the {ime caine, and it might perhaps come
very shortly, to appoint a suceessor to the
Cnder-Treasurer, the matter might he
further considered.

Mr. Taylor: Then each of these officers
would swing into line.

The TREASURER: Yes. .

Hem, Clerk at Kalgonrlie, £240:

Mr. JOHNSON: It would be interest-
ing to learn whether any tidings had been
gained of the absconder from Kalgoorlie
who bad leld this position until he de-
camped with the State’s cash. It was
truly remarkable how that man had been
allowed to leave the State, and how he had
never since been diseovered. It had been
an open secret in Kalgoorlie that he was
going away. He (Mr. Johnson) had
known that the man was going away,

The Y'reasurer: I wish you had told us,

Mr. JOHNSON: Everybody had known
thai ihe clerk in question was living be-
youd his income. However, he had been
living in the right cireles; he had heen
living amonyg the aristecraey, and..such a
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man was always allowed (o gel away. So
long as a man was a member of Hannans
Clult be could gei away al any time.
There were two laws in the State—one
for the rich and another for the poor, If
a poor an had atiempted to get away
with £1,200 of the State’s cash hie would
have been east into prison. It would be
interesting to hear from the Treasurer
whether any steps bad been taken with a
view to hringing this man to justice.

The TREASURER: In charging ihe
Government with having one law for the
poor and another for the rich the member
for Guildford had havdly been as fair as
be usually was. This absconder, it ap-
peaved, had been betting heavily on race-
courses. FPresumably he had lost mouney;
certainly he had helped himself from the
Treasury funds. As soon as ever his ab-
sepce had bheen (discovered steps were
taken to ascertain his whereabouts. The
matter had heen immediately put in the
hands of the detectives, and they lad
beén following it up ever since. Inquiries
showed that we had heen unable to {race
the abseonder. It was rumouved that the
man was in one of the States of Sonth
Ameriea.

Mr. Horawn: He writes every month to
Kalgoorlie,

The TREASURER : Then why had not
the hon, member informed him of it ¢

BMr. Jolmson: What are. your police
doing ¢

The TREASURER did not know what
they were doing in the matter. It was
in the hands of the detectives. It was the
hon. member's duty to let him or the de-
tectives know of the information. In-
structions had been given to hring the
man hack to justice, and so far as he
knew every step had been taken to trace
bhim. If hon. members eould give any in-
formation it would be placed at the dis-
posal of the deteetives,

Mr. Horan: Would you bring him back
from South America?

The TREASURER: No matter what
the cost would be the man should he
brought back to make an example of him.

Mr. FOULKES : In the past there was
a gharantee fund in conneetion with these
officers in the Treasury; was it still in
existence?

[ASSEMBLY.)

Conmmiltee of Supply.

The TREASURER: Yes, but the tund
was nol to lhe extent of £1,200, the
amount faken in this ense.

ltem, Wages of distriet caretakers and
cleaners, £30:

Mr. HARDWICK: Was there not
some arrangement by which married men
were given preference to this pariicular
employment?  There werg a number of
gingle men ewployed at preseni,

The TREASURER did not know of
any Cabinet order having heen issued, but
certainly there had always heen the under-
standing thai marvied men, particnlarly
those with families dependent on them,
should get the preference in regard to
these pusitions.

Mr. Hardwick: A number of married
men bad been retired and single men
taken on.

Ttem, Clerk, Government Advertismg
Oftice, £220: )

Mr, ANGWIN: This item showed an
inerease of £10, though the Minister had
said in his Budget speech that there were
no inereases in salaries over £200 per
annam, and though the schoolieachers—

some of Lhem earning only £100 per
anmum—Uiad been told that it was im-

possible to inerease their salaries. Why
wag the salary of this officer inereased ¢
The TREASTURER: The increase was
due to the classification. Right through
the Estimates the salaries showing in-
creases represented inereases aceording to
last year’s elassification, and dated from
the 1st January, 1908, and not from the
30th June, 1908, the beginning of the
financial year: In each case only half the
increase appeared on last year's Esti-
mates, the inerease having only been paid
for half the yeav: but this year, as ihe
full inereased salary was heing paid dur-
ing the whole of the finaneial vear. the
Estimates naturally showed an increase
over last year's expenditure. This officer
previously drew £200 per annum and re-
ceived an inerease of £10 per annum.
Last year’s Fstimates showed six months
at the rate of £200 and six months at the
rate of £220, making £210 in all; this
year’s Estunates showed the two half”
years’ at the rate of £220; there was
naturally showing a difference of £10. but
it really was not an inerease. The zalary



Annval Estimates :

now was the same as the salary curtied by
the office lasl year and as was shown on
last vear’s Estimates.

Mr. ANGWIN: Were not the school-
teachers also entitled, owing to the terms
under whieh they enlered the service, fo
increases? Surely if they applied to
officers of the Treasury they should apply
to the schooiteachers as well.

The TREASURER : Schoultteaghers did
not ¢ome under the Publie Serviee Com-
missioner.

Mr, Bath: But ihey have a classifica-
tion under their own regulations.

The TREASURER : Schoolteachers h.ul
a schedule of increments.
wood behaviour and gnod work being per-
formed they got certain increases, £10 a
year in most instances; but that was very
different from a classifieation, which wa
A reorganisation of dLFfelent positions.
Some oflicers’ salaries were' increased be-
canse the positions were valued at more
than was previously paid; other officers’
salaries were decreased because their posi-
tions were valned at much less than was
previously paid. Thiz adjustment was
not on a par with the Education Depart-
ment which had never heen disturbed hy
a elassification. The {eachers’ inerenments
were ordinary increases in salary year hy
year if the Anances of the Staie permitted
it.

Mr., JOHNSON: The Treasurer had
distinetly indicated that the Government
had decided there should he no increases
this year.

The Treasurer:
creases.

Mr. JOHNSON: In reply to an inter-
Jection the Treasurer had stated that be
would not give inereases as proposed by
the Public Service Commissioner.

The TREASURER: That was right,
barrng those provided under the Act.
There were certain statutory increases for
Juniors serving their time, and cadets.

My, JOHNSON : That did not apply in
this ease. This officer was getting an in-
¢rease owing to an increase under the
Public Service Commissioner’s classifica-
tion.

The Treasurer: No, it is last year’s
increases.  Yon will find hundreds of
them in the same way.

Except statutory. in-
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Mre. JORENSON: It was distinetly nn-

derstood  that (he sehoolieachers were

heing specially penalised this yeur.

The T'reqsurer No.

Mr. JOHNSOX: Then, what were we
Lo understand 2 A deputation of 1eachers
waited upon  the Minister protesting
against their annual inereases being de-
nied them for this vear, and the Minister
in delivering hiz Budget speech had dis-
tinetly atated that the af.huullencheh were
1o be specially penalizeld this year.

The Treasuror: No. nu; not specially.

My, JUOLINSON - Well, they were i be
penalised Lhis vear.

Fhe Treasurer: No.

Mr, JOHNSON: It was a remarkable
position.  The Treasurer had distinetly
staled that he did not propose to give the
annual increnses  {his  year that the
teachers had received in previous vears
on aceount of the finaneial position of the
State,

The freaswrer: That iz right.

Mr. JOHNSON: The Treasurer had
also stated that the inereases proposed
under the Public Service Conunissioner’s
classification would not be paid this vear.

The Treaswrer: That is right.

Me. JOHNSOX: Then, in 1906-7T Lbis
officer received £195, in 1907-8 he was es
timated to receive £210. That must have
been his salary to the 30th June last.
Now it was estimated to give the officer an
additional £10 this vear,

The Minister for Mines:
wag £220, starting from
months of last vear.
this year.

Mr. JOENSON: 1t was a remarkable
way of preparing Eslimates. The officer
was aclually receiving £220 a wvear, but
was shown on the Estimates of last year
as receiving £210. Qne could not under-
stand the position.

The TREASURER: The matier had
been fully explained. The officer was en-
titled to receive £220 from the 1st Janu-
ary, 1908.

ALy, Walker: Was fhat the minimum
fixed by the Commissioner?

The TREASURER : Without having
the elassification before him, he could not
say whether it was the minimum or a step
towards the minimum. It was decided

No, rhe salary
the last six
There is no increase
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that, if the finances would permit, any
offiecer under lis minimum shounld have his
inerease given to him over a period of five
vears. In the saine way we decreased the
salary of any officer so as to create no
ltardship. Ii would be a hardship on
the State to give all the increases at one
fell swoop, while, on the other hand, it
wounld be a hardship on the officials if
they were all to be reduced immediately;
consequenliy the system of either reduecing
or inereasing by instalments was initiated,
and the inerease in the item might be one
of those instalments. From the 1st of
January the official received at the rate
of £220 per annum. He drew six months’
salary at £110, and six months’ at £100.
Now he drew at the rate of £220, which

was the salary fixed last year. He re-
ceived no increase this vear.
My, Johnson: That means that for

1906-7 he received a £25 inerease.

The TREASURER: It would appeac
s0.- -
Mr. WALKTCR *© Evidently someone
decided to rnise the salary of this officer.
He had been raised from £195 tao £220.
Ou whose recommendation was the in-
erease made?

The Treasurer: On the recommendation
of the Public Service Commissioner.

My, WALKER : The Commissioner
classified this officer at 2 certain sum. TIn
the. past in numbers of instances the
classifieation of the Commissioner had not
heen recognised. There were many civil
servants who were now nof receiving their
minimam, and he understood from the
Budget speech that the proportionate in-
creases would not he granted this year;
yot, here was an officer who had received
his increase to the winimum. The Com-
mifiee should be informed what propor-
tion of the iuerease the alficer was entitled
to under the classifieation which had now
been granted him, and whether his pre-
sent salary was the full amonnt he was
entitled to. 1t was extraordinary that
some officers could get their proportionate
inereases and others could not.

The TREASURER: The Public Ser-
vice Commissioner classified the whole of
the clerieal branch of the department;
that classifieation was approved by Ex-
erutive Council. Then it was found that
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many of the officers were much below
their minimum. The name of the man
in question was F. P. Taggart, and he
was drawing £190 per annum. He was
c¢lassified by the Commissioner at a mini-
mum of £220, rising to £250, and the note
opposite his name was, “tv be increased
from his present salary as might be sub-
sequently approved.’” Although the value
of the posilion was sel down at a mini-
mum of £220, and although if there had
been a vacaney for the office, that sum
would have to be paid, Taggart had not
received the full minimum. The state of
the finances would not admit of a full
advance Lo the minimum being given
right away. The next step was that the
Commissioner asked how mwuch the Gov-
ermnent could find towards raising the
salaries to the minimwu. The sum was
fixed at some £3,000 or £4,000, and that
was apportiohed aceording to the jndg-
ment of the Public Service Commissioner.
Some olficers further away from the
minimuam than others received larger in-
crenses per annum. The Commissioner
drew up a scale, and all advances had
been paid according to his recommenda-
tion. That was the position with regard
to Taggart. He was not receiving an in-
erease this year. No officers were receiv-

. Ing increases excepting those who had to

receive them under Statute. These were
the cadets who were serving their time,
and who owing to their apprenticeship
agreements had to receive certain inere-
ments each year. Certainly thé manner
in whieh the item appeared in the Esti-
mates was somewhat misleading, and he
had diseussed the form with the officials,
but it was decided not to alter it, as in a
few years time all the officers would be
brought to the minimum, and the diffi-
culty would not reecur.

Mr. WALKER: How did Taggart gvet
his minimum when 50 many officers did
not? Did the Public Serviee Commis-
sioner recommend that all officers should
be hroughi up te the minimum? If he
had recommended it, on -whom did the
responsibility for the failure to carry out
his recommendation rest? Why was this.
officer selected to the neglect of the others?
If the State were not able to increase
salaries, at all events they should pav up-
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10 the winimum fixed by the Public Ser-
vice (‘omniissioner.

The TREASURER: As he had pre-
viously poeinted out, there was a note io
the clagsification in Taggart’s case as fol-
lows: “To be increased from his present
salary as may be subsequently approved.”’
The inerease appearing in ihe Estimates
was the subsequent approval by the Com-
misgioner, accepled by ihe Government.
The Government were unable to grant all
the inereases at onee, for il would have
meant a sum of some £12,000 or £15,000,
if all the aofficers had to be brought up to
the minimum- of their classification. In-
creases had to he granted gradually, and
in like manner, the Government did not
desire to reduce men, according to their
classification, Lo the full amount of the
reduciion in one year,

Mr. Walker: ls there any comment hy
the Commissioner on other cases where
officers are not receiving the minimum ?

The TREASURER: There is the case
0f Fletcher in the Edueation Department
who was getling a salary of £200. The
Commissioner fixed the maximum at £280,
the increase to he granted as might he
sithsequently approved.

Mr. Walker: Ilas his salary heen in-
<creased ? v
The TREASCRER: That question

conld not be answered without looking up
the item, T

Mr. Walker: How does he get his in-
crease?

The TREASURER: By the approval
of the Public Service Commissioner.

My, Walker: Then the responsibility
of this is the Commissioner’s?

The TREASURER : The Commissioner
and the QGovernment were equally re-
sponsible. .

Mr. HOLMAN: A question had been
asked whether this officer had full control
of the advertising department, and a reply
had been given in the affirmative. The
information which had bheen given to him
was that a certain paper last month re-
ceived a large advertisement and this offi-
-cer knew nothing at all about it. An-
other pressman gave him (Mr. Holman)
that information. This pressman went to
the advertising officer and asked whether
he too could get the same advertisement
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and it wuy then that he was told by the
advertising officer tha{ he knew nothing
about it. If that kind of thing weni on
anil the Treasurer informed the House
that the whole of the advertising went
throngh this officer’s hands, fhere must
be smnething wreng.  When the return
was moved for he was satisfied that things
vounected with advertising were hy oo
means fair or just. Was this officer re-
sponsible for advertising in ihe West Aus-
tratian Mining Jourral?  According to
the return, this newspaper had yveceived
in one year £128. in the next vearr £YB,
and in the first quarter of the- present
finaneial year £25. All this wag absolute
waste of money. He doubled whether the
paper was read at all. The Mines -De-
partment had bheen paying a contract
price of £72 per annum for a page of
arlvertising onee a fortnight, but it did
not get anything like value for the money.
The paper was not even vecognised as
such by the Railway Department, hecause
they had refused to allow the representa-
tives of it to (ravel at Press rates. Tt was
downright waste of money to pay: over
£100 a year to such a publication” The
only infermation it contained consisted
of extracts from other papers. Tn con-
nection with the visit of the Fleet it was
fonnd that £70 was paid for advertice-
ments in the newspaper at Alhanv. That
represented 490 juches, snd it was a well-
known faet that that sheet had nof so
much space in the whole of its issue. The
return also showed in some instances that
newspapers received speeial advertise-
ments in  cornection with - Iinmigration.
Why should advertisements of sueh a
nature he published in the out-back coun-
{ry where they could not possibly be of
any value? Tt would seem however that a
ereat many of those newspapers had
ginge published flattering remarks about
the public men in the State. There was
also the Mirrar. A paper like that was
not worth adverbising in, and was cer-
tainly not worth £1 a week, whieh was
the approximate amount that was heing
spent ol it. -It was doubtful whether it
was worth £1 a year. Again, it was found
that there 'was a large inerease in the ad:
vertisemeni(s given to the Swunday Times

and the Sun.
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The Treasurer: They did neot Aatter
Ministers.

Mr. HOLMAN: But the policy had

changed considerably in both those
papers; whether it was due to the change
of managers or ownership, he eould ot
say. The GSunday Times received in
1908-7 £62, and in the following year
£61; and for the first three months of
the current financial vear, £92. The Kal-
goorlie Swum in 1906-7 received £14 2s.:
in the following year when they changed
their politieal poliey they received
£54 19s. 6d. It was a well-known fael
that the Sun cireulated only around Kal-
gootlie. and yel we saw advertisements
in it that were of no material interest to
the people there. How was it that news-
papers published i outside districts did
not receive advertisements to which they
were properly enfitled? The returns for
the second quarter of the current finan-
eial vear would show more glaring ex-
amples of advertising where it was not
justified, and it was only necessory to
mention that this money was spent just
hefore the weneral eleetions. At about
that time speeial advertisements were dis-
tributed all vound. The question was
whether the State was going to pay large
amounts in advertising things that it was
nol necessary to advertise.

Mr. TROY: The State goi a very poor
refurn for the amounnt it had expended in
advertising in the State, partienlary in
the weekly journals. One especially
seemed to have reeeived very material
and substantial support for three months
prior to the general eleetions. Then
again there was the Mirror. Tt was to
him incomprehensible that the Govern-
ment shonld ever spend one penny in ad-
vertizsing in such a paper. Tt was a
paper without a cirealation and was not
to be found outside of Perth, within
which Cify it pandered to a small if select
cirele. Yet in that paper there had ap-
peared advertisements of land sales as
far north as Derby. The only serviee the
paper counld render the Government would
bhe to announee the fact that the Trea-
surer had arrived in town, or was think-
ing of going to Rotinest. This State
eould not afford to spend money in ad-
vertiging in such papers. If this officer
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who had charge of the advertising de-
partment was veally responsible for it
then lie showed but little diseretion in the
dishursement of Government money. If
on the other liand this officer were not
allowed to use his judgment in his work
it was an additional reason why his office
should be abolished. Since a scandalous
amount of favonr had been shown in
conneetion with fhe distributinn of these
advertisements he (Mr. Troy) moved—
That the jtem be struck oul.

The TREASURER: Earlier, when re-
plving to the member for Murchi-
a1, he had said that the clerk was
not responsible for the giving ouf
of adverlisements. he meaning he
had intended to econvey  was that
Ministers were not going to shelter them-
selves behind the clerk. Advertisements
were sanetioned by Ministers and were
put into different papers by the clerk
after due inquiry as to the value of such
pepers for the purpose of the particular
adverhisements. He (the Treasurer) when
approached by a newspaper canvasser
invariably referred him to the advertising
clerk. The clerk consulted the diifferent
departments as to what papers would hest
suit their purposes, and recommended ac-
cordingly. If the elerk did not think a
eertain paper would be suitable for cer-
tain classes of advertising he did not
hesitate to say so.

Afr. Collier: But many advertisements
are given out without this clerk heing
consulted in the matter.

The TREASURER: It was verv sel-
dom that any advertisemenis were given
without the advertising clerk being "eon-
sulted. Certainly special advertisements
were sometimes given out. For instance,
there was the specia] advertisement which
the member for Murchison had taken ex-
ception to, namely that in conpection with
the visit of the American Fleet, and
whielh had been given tn the Sunday
Times at a cost of £40. The member for
Murchison had said that this had been
done with a view to influencing the elec-
tions, The elections were over when that
advertisement appeared.

Mr, Taylor: No, they were just on.

The TREASURER: The Fleet had ar-
rived in Western Australia on the morn-

r|1
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ing of polling day, when the electivus
were virtually over. '

Mr. Collier: But the advertisement had
appeared five days earlier.

The TREASURER: Out of the £40
some £13 was for postage, the contract
being that the paper should be posted to
all the leading journals in the United
States of America. That had been done.

Mr, Jacoby @ The amount would not
cover it.

The TREASURER: At all events the
amount had gone a long way towards it.
The paper bLad .been sent to all the
principal journals in Awmerica, and he
was guite salisfied - that- nothing but
good would acerue to Western Aus-
traha as the vesult of this wethod of ad-
vertising. Then there liad been the paper
at Albany. which had been given a full-
page advertisement containing speeial in-
formaijon as to land settlement in the
State. That had been issued day by day
during the visit of the Fleet, and eopies of
the paper had been distribuied anong the
Fleet. He himself had reconmmended the
idea to the Premier. 1t seewed to him an
excellent plan that these American citi-
zens visiting the State should have this
large and infornative advertisement put
betore them at their breakfast tables.

Mr. Ifolmen: Why, the paper only
eomes oul once a week,

The TREASURER: The paper had
coute out each day during that week. The
advertizement had been noticed and fav-
ourably commented on hy the WWest Aus-
tralian. He {the Treasurer) was quite
prepared to take all the rvesponsibility of
that particular advertisement. The peri-
odical complaint as to the advertisements
was one which he theught did not call for
very serious eonsideration. There was
not a sub-department of the Government
which was less interfered with than this
advertising branch. All the journals of
the State were gelting a cevtain propor-
tion of adveriising matter, and to pick
out ona paper and sav that it was not
deserving of its share was merely to ex-
press an individual opinion. Newspapers
got their advertisements whether they
were for or against the Governmeni in
tueir polieies. There was the Pruth, for
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instance; personally he did not think
the Truth ought to get even the little that
it did get. The member for Mount Mag-
net had attacked the Mirror and had com-
plained of the fact that certain land sales
al Derby had heen advertised in its col-
umns. For his (the Treasurer’s) parg it
seemed that it was a very fitting channel
for such an advertisement. If the paper
did not ecirentate among a large numiber
of peaple it circulated among those who
were likely to speculate in land, The ad-
vertisements in the Mirrer, the Sunday
Times, and the Albany paper wer well
vorth the money they cost, and were in
the hest interests of the State.

Mr. WALKER: The real issue was
logt. We had an officer in charge of ad-
vertisements, and the supposition was thag
this officer selected the papers in which
to advertise, but now we had it thai zen-
crally the officer did so, and somsziinies
the Governmemt did the work. Tlere
should be one rule only. Those papers
should receive the bulk of advertising
that had the best cireulation and the ad-
vertisements they received should be co-
uenl to thelr area of circulation. At pre-
sent papers with a comparatively <inall
circulation received comparatively large
advertisements, and they supported the
CGovernment: and papers with wide eir-
culationg got proportionate increases ;.c-
cording as they supported the Govern-
went.  Money spent in advertising in
the 3fining Jowrnal was an absolute
waste. The Mirror did not have a cir-
culalion justifying the amount spent.
Had it not lent its support to ihe Gov-
ernment i{ would not have received the
amount.

The Treasurer: 1i is a
bribe—£10 a year.

Mr. WALKER: It was a matter of
principle.  What was the good of this
officer if special advertisemenis counld be
issued by the Minister? What econtrol
had the officer in the ecircumstances?
How did it come about that the Daily
News received £87 10s. for three months,
while the Morning Herald only received
£105 in the same period? Was it be-
cause the Duily News constantly black-
gmarded the Labour party®

tremendous
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My, Taylor: They have done more than
that, they have sent one of their writers

to Engl‘md

Mr. Collier:
papers. _

Mr. WALKER: There was no business
prineiple in the distribution of these ad-
vertisements. Men and papers were, if
he might use the expression, purchased
hy these advertisemenis. That was an
objectionable feature. We should either
retirn to the system of having the Min-
ister take the responsibility for the ad-
vertising concerning his department, or
have this work of confrolling advertising
an entirely nou-political department. As
a protest against the way in which cer-
tain papers who blackguarded the Op-
position and exalted the Government re-
ceived additional advertisements, he wonld
support the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : It
was an extraordinary proposal that Min-
isters should placé the responsibility for
all advertising on a elerk at £220 per an-
num. Ministers must be vesponsible for
the cost of advertising. Ordinary adver-
tizemends, and the papers selected for or-
dinary advertisements, conld be left en-
tirely to the advertising elerk, but there
were niny occagions when speeial adver-
tisements were necessary to assist in de-
veloping some industry, and it was the
duty of the Government to take control
of this. He {the Minister) took the whale
of the responsibility for the special ad-
verfisements in the Mining Journal. The
journal might havé a small circulation,
but we should have in the State one jour-
nal devoted to the prineipal indnstry of
the State, and we should do all we could
i small way (o assist-it.

IMr. Holman: The paper devotes it-

self to abusing the Opposition and prais-
ing yon.
. The MINISTER FOR MINES had no
wish to eross swords with the hon. mem-
ber. The amount spent on this paper
was £27 for certain advertising. =

Mr. Holman: It was £96 last year.

-The MINISTER FOR MINES was
speaking of special advertising.

Mr. Holman: Tt was £72.

They buy bhoth men and
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Would
the Chairman ask the hon. member to be-
have himself?

Mr. Holman: Then the Minister: should
aive us the correct information.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
matter of subsidising special artieles
writterr in conneetion with the North-
West would be for instance a most im-
proper thing to leave to the advertising
clerk. The respongibility for trying to
develop any portion of the State by ad-
veriising should be with the Ministry. It
would probably be found that the amount
spent in advertising was distributed as
equally now as it was in the years when
the Labour Government were in power.

(Sitting suspended f'rom 6.15 to 7.30
pm.)

Mr. TROY: The Treasurer said the
officer in question was responsible for ad-
vertising, and had sole control of the ad-
vertisements for all the departments; but
subsequently, the Minister for Mines said
the Government were alone responsible,
and that the officer mevely ecarried out in-
structions, Tt had been said thal a wise
policy had been pursued in advertising at
the time of the visit of the . Ameriecan
Fleet. He was always prepared to sup-
port a poliey which would.advertise the
country, but wise diseretion had not been
nsed in the instance in question -as fo
the papers in which the advertisements
appeared. For instance, one paper had
been paid a considerable amount, whereas
the presence of that journal in Ameriea
would -be:one of the worst advertisements
the State conld have. . That paper had no
honest poliey, but it advocated one thing
to-day and another to-morrow, according
to the payments it received. The Ameri-
cans had their own yellow papers, and
they looked npon them- with very little
confidence or respect. - Such- papers ex-
isted ‘here also, but it was mest unwise
that the Government should publish ad-
vertisements therein: Had the Govern-
ment advertisements all appeared in the
daily papers, the policy would have been
a wise one, hecause the journals were re-
putable. The member for Kanowna had
said the Mirror was making an honest
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effort to supply o want. What was the
wanti? 1t was a paper which pandered
€0 a system which was the most unhealthy,
hypoeritical, and empiy existing in any
State. It bolstered up a few ‘individuals.
hecause they had the means to buy the
paper, and advertise in it. There was
some reason for advertising in the Ain-
ing and Engineering Journal, for to give
the paper its due, it paid considerable
attention to the mining industry. There-
fore, it was worth encouraging. It was
not fair that the money of the people
should be used in building up journals
such as some of those in which the adver-
tisements appeared.

Mr. Collier: The Worker gets no ad-
vertisements from the Government.

Mr. TROY: Thal was so. The Waorker
had a larger cireulation than the AMirror
or the Mining and Engincering Journal,
and, in fact, more than most of the weekly
papers, for it circulated among all
unionists. The number of unionists in the
Stiate totalled some 15,000. There was no
necessity whatever for the officer whose
salary was now under consideraiion. If
that officer had no diseretionary power,
as the Mimster for Mines had said, then
some olher official in the department
counld carry out the work.

Mr. HOLMAN: Oue wonid have
thought the Treasurer would have given
correct information to the Committee
when speaking on the question. Whether
intentionally or not, le had misled the
Committee hy suggesting that the ammount
shown on ihe return as baving been paid
to the Sunday Times for the first three
months "of the year included practieally
the whole of the advertisements published
it that paper in eonnection with the visi¢
of the American Fleet, the cost of the
postage, and the purchase of the papers.
That was incorrect. In addition to the
£92 mentioned, the Sunday Times were
paid sums of £58 4z, £24 and £26 Os.-
10d.; or a total of aboni £108.

+ The Treasurer: Who has paid that?

Mr. HOLMAN: The Government bad
paid a great portion of it.

The Treasurer: 1 was refermring to the
sum mentioned in the return.
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Mr. HOLMAN : The Treasurer said
that the amount of £40 included the sum
for postage on the papers. That was not
correct, for the postage was shown sep-
arately in connection with the Fleet ex-
penses, and there was a total of £108 to
he paid to the Sunday Times in addition
to the amount shown iu the vetwrn, The
sum of £100 was veceived by the Sunday
Times in counection with (he visit of the
American Fleet, while the West (lustralian
received £385; the Morajng Herald, £32
16s.; and the Daily News, a paper which
only circulated about Perth, £55 0s. 104.
The Evenring Mail, which must he a Fre-
mantle paper. reeeived in addition to the
swe  nentioned  in the return, £63.
Truth, which had a cireulation about as
large as the Sunday T'imes, ouly received
£17. The Boulder Star, a paper not read
outside Boulder, received £26 8s, The
('oolgardie Miner veeeived nothing. The
Press were not treated fairly in connee-
tion with the American Fleet reception
advertisements. Instead of utilising
money in judicions advertising, we found
that it was spent either in buying news-
papers or holstering up eoncerns and giv-
ing them an undue advantage over other
sections of the Press. It was his inten-
tion to read a few articles from the West
Australian Mining Journal to show what
we paid that newspaper for. The money
in this ease was spent to bolster up cer-
tain individuals and to deery others. Be-
fore coneluding with the return it should
be mentioned that the Blackwood District
Supplement last year received £30, the
Northam Advertiser veceived a great deal
of money, £33 in 1906-7 and £24 in
1907-8, while forthe first three months of
the current financial year it was paid
£18 15s. The newspapers on the Murchi-
gson received very little or no considera-
tion at all. The rate for advertising in
the metropalitan Press charged to the
Government was 55, per inch. He could
go to the West -Awstralian for instance
and ‘insert an advertisement for 4s. an
inch. A business man who advertised in
a wholesale way could get his advertising
done at a much lower raie, while the Gov-
ernment in almost every ease had to pay
the highest possible rate. If that was the
work of the advertising agent the sooner
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he was done away with the hetter. It only
went to show that this officer had no busi-
ness capabilities.

Mr. Heitmann :
power,

Mr. HOLMAN: The officer had power
to make the hest arrangements he could.
The Government being wholesale ad-
vertisers should have their advertising
done as cheaply as other wholesale ad-
vertisers.  Returning to  the Mining
Journal, he would show the sort of “tripe’”
they put in their paper as mining news.
Under the heading of “Menzies Eleetion”
they re-published a letter signed “Dis-
gusted,” which was taken from the North
Coolgardie Herald at Menzies. Tt was
seldom that a newspaper took letters from
other papers to re-publish; it was doubt-
ful whether that was newspaper etiquette.
Certainly no paper of repuie would do
sueh a thing. And that was what they
were paid £100 a year for. This letter
referred to the testimonial to Mr. Buza-
cott to which the people of Menzies were
asked to subseribe.

Mr. Walker: Was that mining news?

Mr. HOLMAN: It was absolote party
polities.  Any respeetable journal would
rely upon its own correspondents for in-
formation, withent taking it in this man-
ner from other journals. In another
issue there was a leading article dealing
with the question of State advertising.
This criticised some members on the Op-
position side of the House, simply be-
eanse they asked for a return to show the
people of the ecountry how the money was
being spent, and it concluded by stating
that the figures in the records of the
office showed conelusively that the strict-
ezt economy had been vbserved in all ad-
vertising orders given owl. The Mining
Journal got £100 a year for that. In
another case they published a leading
article denouncing a member on the Op-
position side of the House for attempt-
ing to get information regarding a vote
and when they did that they seemed to get
more support. Another article referred
to the recent iimber trouble, and stated
that there was no desire on the part of
the men to enler inta such an agreement
as that which was proposed, and that Mr.
J. B. Holman, M.I.A.;" the general secre-

The officer Las no
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tary, was the sole agitator over the mat-
ter, They coneluded--

“It was possible thiat Mr., Holinan
had a perscenal objeet n putiing for-
ward the scheme for probably he sees
an opening for a lnerative post if the
project takes practical shape. The sole
object and aim of ithis paid organiser
seems 10 be the stirving up of strife be-
tween the men and their employees.”

Was that article a personal attack?
It might he ealled fair eritieism.
He defled anyone to point to a single in-
stance where he had been the cause of any
industrial trouble. He could point to
seores of instances i Western Australia
—and the Premier wounld bear him out—
where he had gone to extreme lengths to
prevent industrial tronble.  He defied
anyone to point to an instance where he
had ecaused industrial trouble in the
State. Never Lad the men stuck to their
work so well as during the time he had
had control of the timber workers in the
South-West, and as long as he had any-
thing te do with the indusiry be would
see that fhe men kept to their work and
that the indnstry was kept going. Ano-
ther article referred to Mr. Gregory’s re-
election, and every issne of the paper
that was taken up would be found to con-
tain articles of a similar character. If
the Treasurer did not know what he was
spending the Siate’s money on, it shounld
he shown to him. One would have
thought that the paper was run solely
for the purpose of disenssing the Menzies
seat. The CGovermment were paying too
gh a price allogether for the advertise-
mments in that paper; for it was a paper
that had no circulation, veither was it
read by those to whom ir was sent gratis.
Why was it that these papers which had
given the slrongest support to Ministeri-
alists at the recent election had received
fhe greatesi amount of money for adver-
tising? When he noticed that £200 had
been paid to the Sundey Times during the
last six months he hegan to think that all
the type which in the past had been used
to set up the words “Buglepumpkin,”
“Mooeow Mitehell” and the like, ad heen
bought up by the State, and very desrly
bought. In addition 1o the amounts al-
ready mentioned he had noticed in the
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Christias number of the Sunday Times
apother advertisement which must have
cost anything from £20 to £40. Let the
Covernment advertise by all means, bui
let the adverlising be done wisely. Tt
wonld be beiter not o advertise at all
than to spend the money in advertise-
menis which were of no value, To show
that in his opinion it was necessary to
make a change he would support the
antendment 1o strike out the item.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The amendment
was ane that fonnd favour with him. Ad-
vertisenients were only for soap vendors
and the vendors of patent medicines, or
some other rubbish. The hest firms did
not advertise: it was only the firms that
had shoddy 1o dispose of which adver-
tised. He was convinced that newspaper
influence in polities was much less than
a great mmany people supposed. At such
times as 1t was necessary luv advertise,
only the best papers, the papers with the
biggest cireulation, should be utilised. As
for the adveriisements published during
Fleet week, he thought the poliey adopted
had been a wholly mistaken one. Pre-
sumably the people of Western Australia
desired lo appear hefore their American
-cousins as a cultured race; yet the people,
or their representatives the Clovernment,
had selecled the Sunday Times as the
paper in which {o adverfise and send to
Ameriea. He hoped the fates would de-
fend Western Anstralia from any fur-
ther sueh advertisements, Had the Gov-
erument sent the Western Mail, or per-
haps the Kalgoorlie Argus to Ameriea
they would have been sending something
of which the people of Weslern Australia
need not have been ashamed.

Mr. Holman: Tt would@ be gratifying
to hear the Treasurer’s explanation as
to the reascou why he had told the Com-
mittee that a eertain amount of the money
paid had gome for postage.

The TREASURER: As was the usual
custom with the hon. member he had
atiributed {o him (the Treasurer) a desire
to mislead the House. He (the Trea-
surer} had sitnply quoted from the official
record of pavments made, a return which
had been tahled in the House and which,
as far as he knew, was absolulely accu-
rate. Guided by this return he had told
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the Committee that there was included in
the amount paid to the Sunday Times
an item of £15, representing postage, the
contracting paper having undertaken to
post a certain number of copies to the
leading newspapers in the United Siates.
There was nothing further for him to ex-
plain. Wit regard to the items which
thie hon. member had been digeging out
during the tea hour—the items of ex-
penditure by ihe reception commiitee—
they had nothing whatever to do with the
Treasury payments, 1f the items were
correct they represenied an  expense
whieh, under arrangement, would bhe borne
equally by the Siate Government and the
Federal Government in connection with
the reception of the Fleet. Certainly such
items eould not be included in the State’s
returns for advertising.

Mr. McDOWALL @ Whilst agreeing
generally with the vemarks whieh had
bheen made by members in Opposition, he
could not see that it was fair to attack
a clerk and atiempt to ent him ot from
the Estimates altogether. The Treasurer
liad told the Committee that Ministers
took the responsibility for these adver-
tisements. He {Mr. McDowall} did not
intend to be led info recording hiz vote
in a manner in which to bhim scemed
unfaiv.,  The strictures passed on the
Mirror and like newspapers were well de-
served, and he thought the House should
take into serions consideration this ques-
tion of advertising. Moreover, if it were
necessary to centre the diseussion round
an advertising clerk. well and good: hut
he for one counld not in fairness vole for
the striking ont of the item. Even an
ordinary business man condueling a busi-
ness of any magnitude required someone
to altend exelusively to the advertising
deparvtment. Surely then a State of the
class of Western Australia might reason-
ably employ an advertising clerk at £210
per annum. He (Mr. MeDowall) was
nof with the memher for Cue when he said
that hecanse the Govermment had directed
that eertain advertisements should he
placed in the Mirror a clerk, who was not
responsible, should bhe dismissed for it
Having had considerable experience in
advertising, if he had land to sell in sev-
eral parts of the State. he would not adver-
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tise in the Mirror, but wonld advertise in
the three leading papers of the State, the
Kalgoorlie Miner, the West Australign,
and the Morning Herald, A splendid case
had been made by the Opposition so far
as throwing away money on advertising
was concerned, and he hoped it would
have good effect; but bhe would not vote
to abolish the office, because the clerk was
not responsible for the waste of money,
and there was sufficient work to keep him
profitably employed, attending to legiti-
mate advertising. TUnless somebody was
in charge of this work, the result would
be chaos,

Mr. HOLMAN: If the Government
had not shown half the cost of the ad-
vertising during the Fleet week in the re-
turn prepared, the latter was not a correct
return. The Mimister’s usnal insinuation
about “the nsual custom of the member
for Murchison in making charges that
could not be substantiated” was no reply
to the ebarges made. At any raie, it
would be his usual custom while in the
House.

The Treasurer:
change his spots.

Mr. HOLMAN: That was why fhe
bhon. member carried those spots brought
on him years ago, and would never lose
them, very dark spots indeed. He would
adopt the same attitude on every oceasion
when he saw anything going on in the
same slipshod manner as this advertising,
buying support in eonneetion with the
people of the State. There was no in-
tention to attack the individual adminis-
tering the department, but this was the
only item on the Estimates on which the
matter of advertising eould be touched.
However, Government advertising was
paid for at the highest possible rates.
No business firm wounld keep a clerk who
paid the highest possible rates for adver-
tising in such an extensive way as the
Governntent advertised. It should be the
duty of the clerk to get special conces-
sions for large advertisements. That was
the argument the Opposition tried to
bring forward. If this clerk with full
anthority to make the best possible ar-
rangements could not do hetter than he
had done, it was the duty of members

The leopard eannot
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to oppose the item, and so bring about
a change in the system.

Amendment put and negatived.

ltem, Chief Inspector of Liguor im
Licensed Houses, £300:

Mr. HOLMAN: The inspectors of -
quor in licensed houses had been doing
very tair work, and had been the means
of raising a considerable amount of re-
venue through the prosecution of those
who sold adulierated liquor, and had also
been the means of raising the guality
of the liquor sold, but more inspectors
should be put on. It waz nnderstood that
the revenue devived practically paid the
working expenses of the office. The ofli-
cers did a great deal of work for which
they should receive every credit, bnt more
good would be done by improving the
quality of liquor sold, than by raising re-
venue through prosecutions.

The TREASURER : There was no in-
tention of putting on more inspeetors.
The two inspectors were doing excellent
work,

My, Hovan: They ecannot
travel through the State.
,The TREASURER:

travelled far afield.

Mr. Heitmann: The Chief Inspector
points out that he is undermanned.

The TREASURER: An assistant was
appointed last year. It was not intended
to build up a huge depariment., The
officers were doing the work well and
thoroughly as the fignres showed. Inm
1906 there were 1,227 inspections; last
year there were 2,030 inspections. Im
1906 there were 141 proseeutions of pub-
licans, and 135 convigtions. Last year
there were 68 prosecutions and 67 con-
vietions. The fines inflicted in 1908 and
costs amounied to £030. lLast year
they amounted to £600. As a vesult of
the work done by these officers, the qual-
ity of liquor sold in public houses in the
State was much improved. The officers
were thoroughly capable of coping with
the business; but if it were found that
the samples of liquor were bad and that
distriets could not be visited because these
men were overworked, another inspector
would be added. However, he did not
think it necessary now. :

Mr. HOLMAN: A reduction in prose-

possibly

The inspectors
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entions did not mean that the quality of
Lliquor =old had improved. Knowing
there were only {wo inspectors, immedi-
ately one inspector reached, =say Cue,
there was always somebody to send tele-
grams to the other townz in the districts
so that the publicans had full opportunity
of puiting bad liguor where the inspector
could not get at it. By having more in-
spectors and systematic inspections, this
could not he done. The best system, of
cowmrse, woull he to extend onr State
botels. Then bad liquor would not he
dispensed, and {here would be consider-
able revenue (o the State. Arrangemeunts
should he made for certain police officers
to go into licensed houses, take samples
of the liquor offered for sale, and send
them Lo Perth for analysis.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Audit, £7,902:

Mr. HOLMAN: Was ihere not a sys-
tem in existence whereby Government
auditors inspected the hooks of muni-

* cipalities and roads boards? Was any-
thing paid for such services by those
bodies?

The TREASTURER: The only audit
done by tha: Government officials in eon-
nection with munieipalities and roads
boards was concerning Government ex-
penditure. This work was done on be-
half of the Treasury: the municipalitics
had their awn aunditors.

Vote put and passed.

Vote — Compassionate
£1,621:

Ttem, P. Hannan (one of the
coverers of Flannans), £100:

Mr. TROY: For several years past
Hanoan had been, paid the sum of £100
for his services in discovering Kalgoor-
lie, while D. (’Shea, who was also con-
cerned in the diseovery of the field, had
received a similar amount. When the
allowance was first mooted it was desired
that Hannan should receive £200 a year,
but then it was pointed out that O'Shea
had taken a considerable part in the dis-
eovery, and it was resolved to divide
that sum between the two prospectors.
In September last (’Shea died, and it
‘would now be a considerate action on the
part of the Government to allow Hannan
£200 a year.

Allowances,

dis-
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Mr. JOHNSON: Represeniations in
the direction indieated by the previous
speaker bad already been made by him
to the Minister for Mines. Parliament
originally proposed to give an annuity of
£200 to Hannan, but at the instance of
My, Moran it was decided to divide that
sum bhetwen Hannan and ’Shea. The
Government might now well pay the
whole sum to Hannan, who was a par-
ticularly deserving prospector, and the
pioneer who had discovered the feld
which practically brought Westeyn Aps-
iralin into Lhe prominent position it
occupied to-day. Hannan wade no money
out of the discovery. He received a cer-
tain sum, but he spent it i trying to dis-
cover fresh fields. He was oue of (he most
quiet, unassuming men one eould possibly
meet, having led an abstemious life,
and unfil rvecently he was tryving 1o
discover other fields. He was one of the
party who made a discovery at Higgins-
ville and worked there for a fime, hut
owing Lo the bardships he had undergone
he contracted a complaint that made it
impossible for him again to go into the
interior. Hannan visited Meibowme in
order fo fry and get velief from his sufier-
ings, but, unfortunately, his complaint
became more acute every day, and he was
now dependent for a living upon the
allowance he received from the State. Tt
must be borne in mind that Hannan, in
the ordinary course of events, would not
live very long in the enjoyment of the
allowanee paid him.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: All
that had been =zaid by the previous
speaker with regard to Hannan was cor-
rect, and not one word too mueh in his
favour had been ultered. Most members
knew what a respectable man Hannan
was and how he had continuously mrone
out prospecting in the endeavour to find
new fields. He had done a great deal of
zood work, apart from the disecovery of
Hannans, in prospecting Western Austra-
lia. Representations had heen made by
several members fhat now that (“Shea
was dead the full pension of £200 should
he paid to Hannan. In eonnection with
zold discoveries the usual praciice had
heen to grant & fixed sum, but in the pres-
ent case an annuity was paid. Mewmbers
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would see that in the case of the late
A. Eley—a prospector who lost his life
in the North-West—provision was made
for the education of his son, while there
was a pension of £75 provided for the
prospector Saunders, who was the man
first to discover gold in the State, and
was well- and honourably known as one
of those who had spent his life in- the
back country. With regard to the ve-
quest for the annuity to Hannan to be
increased to £200, he would place the
matter before the Governmeut for fur-
ther consideration. The present was
hardly an opportune time to bring for-
ward a request of that nature, seeing that
every endeavour was being made to cut
down expenditure. Members could rest
assired that his sympathy was altogether
with Hannan, and that although it was
questionable whether an increased pen-
sion could be granted at present, the
claims of the prospector would be put
hefore Cabinet, and hefore long he hoped
to he able to let Haunan know the result.

Item, W. II. Timperley, late R.M. Bun-
bury, Special Allowance, £46G:

Mr., HOLMAN : What amount was Mr.
Timperley receiving in addition to this
special allowance?

The TREASURER: My, Timperley
was in receipt of a pension in addition
to this sum, but for the moment he eould
not sy what it was. The sum of £46 was
granted in reeognition of special services
prior to 1870 in eoimeetion with the police
foree, and was allowed so that the pension
should be calenlated on 40 vears’ service.
This amount, if he remembered rightly,
wae first voted when the hon. member and
hiz colleagnes were in charge of the
Treasury bench, On locking at the public
accounts it was found that Mr. Timperley
was in receipt of a pension of £318
7s. 11d. i

Itens, Mrs, Shenion, widow of the late
G. F. Shenton, Public Works Department,
£600:

Mr. TROY: With regard to this eom-
passionate allowance he presumed that
Mrs. Shenton was the widow of the
gentleman who was killed on the North-
West coast. Would this amount be an
annual one ?
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The Treasurer: No; it was a compas-
sionate allowanee.

Mr. TROY: While he supported the
Government whenever they voted a cow-
passionate allowanee to the relatives of
officers whe had been killed, he was in-
elined to think that in this ease unusual
generosity had been shown in eomparison
with  allowances made in other cases.
Would the Treasurer tell the Committee
how long this officer was in the service,
and whether as the result of the accident
any cmupensation other than the amount
on the Estimates was paid?

The TREASCRER: Most hon. mem-
hers who knew this young fellow, the son
of Mr. Edward Shenton, were awarve that
he started as a cadet in the serviee and at
the time of his death was about 28 yemrs
of age, He was in the serviee for 12 or
14 years and became one of the engineer-
ing staff of the Public Works Depart-
ment. Iis death was one of the saddest
eages known,  He was a most promising
officer, with plenty of ability and energy.
Unfortunately too he was killed only six
months after his marriage. While erect-
ing a erane on a Jetty the crane fell on
him and killed him.  The d3overnment
thought the least they could do wonld be
ta give an amount which was equal to two
vears’ salary, No other compensation had
been paid.

Vote put and passed.

Vote -— Government
£14,506:

Mr. HOLMAXN: Would he be in order
in asking for information in conneetion
with a loan from the Savings Bank ¢

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
would be in order.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was his desire to
toueh on the question of the loan granted
to Mr. Pat. Stone. The Treasurer pro-
mised to bring up the papers, but they
were not yet before the Committee. The
question was one that should be ventilated.
A loan was made to Mr. Stone on a cer-
tain block of land, the estimated value of
which was £500, It was found that the
block was rated by the roads board at £30,
and a loan of £1,500 was advanced on it.
The annual value of the whole 100 acres
of which this block formed a part was set

Savings  Rank,
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down by ihe roads hoard at £50. What
system of inspection was carried out when
loans were made, was what he desired to
know. Other experiences should have
taught us to he more careful in dealing
with loans in eonnection with this insfitu-
tion. He had asked whe was the Govern-
ment valuator at that time. The person
who had made the valuation of this block
of land, the owner of which was alleged
1o have paid £60 for it, valued it at £500.

Mr, Draper: When was it bought?

Myr. HOLMAN : Not long ago; perhaps
a year or twe. - The same block of
ground was offered at one time, in
1904 or - 1905, -to the CGovernment
for about £10 an acre, and there
were 100 acres of it. In the first place the
block in question was sold for about £30.
He was not speaking from authentic in-
formation, but his figures were practically
correct. Mr. Stone paid £60 for this land.
Mr. Earle who valued the land was, he
believed, a bookkeeper for Mr. Stone
when he made the valnation.

BMr, Troy: This man had been ont of
Mr. Stone’s employment for two or three
years.

Mr. HOLMAN: He had at any rate
done some work as a bookkeeper for Mr.
Stone. But what he desired to know was
why such matters did nol receive more
careful cunsidermdion.  FEven hefore the
foundations of the building were laid £400
was advanced.

The Treasurer: Oh no.

Mr. HOLMAN :: To his mind it was a
very poor way of doing business. 'When
a little money was spent on the property,
and even bhefore the building was com-
pleted, Mr. Stone got out of the property
and seeured a considerable sum of money
from it. He did not altogether blame Mr.
Stone, but he did blame the Government
officials and the persons in charge of the
department for not seeing that a more
careful valuation was made when advane-
ing the people’s money. Had the parties
who purchased the building not secured
a licenee for 1i. he was satisfied that the
Government who advanced £1,500 on it
coull not have got £3500 for the structure,
It certainly eost £2.000, but a considerable
portisn of that money was spent after
Mr. Stone got rid of the property. The
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information which had been supplied 1o
him (Mr. Holman) had been sent down
by a man whe lived in the district and it

" was deeclared that without the hotel busi-

ness it would have been guite impossible
to realise more than £500 on the building.
And when 1he money was advanced there
was no licence obtained, and there was no
certainty of getting a licence at the time.

The Treasurer: A provisional licence
had been granted.

Mr. HOLMAN: His desire was to speak
accurately on the matter and he did not
want to do anybedy an injury.

The Treasurer: The hon. member could
bring the matter up again at a later stage.

Mr. HOLMAN : He would take that op-
portunity, but in the meantime he would
ask whether it was wise for the Govern-
ment to advance £1,500 on fhe security of
a block of land worth about £60 or £100
at the oulside and in the face of (he
licence not having been granied for the
building whieh was being erected. Surely
it was too great a risk to take, fo advance
money on sueh terms. Greater care should
be taken before such advances were wade.
Sueh matters left a nasty taste in . the
mouths of the people of the State.
He was doubtful whether, if any indi-
vidual outside the House had made such
an application the proposition would
have heen considered for one moment.
He had no desire to say anything that
eonld be taken personally by AMr. Stone,
or anyone elze. His object was merely
to impress upon the Treasurer the neees-
gsity of safeguarding the funds of the
Stlate, and of treating all applicants for
advances alike, whether they were mem-
bers of Parliament or private individuals.

The TREASTRER: There was only
one mistake made by the memher for
Murchison—his premises were wrong 1o
start with. Mr. Stone had received pre-
cisely the same treatment that would have
been aceorded to any oulside applicant.
The member for Murchison had a motion
on the Natiee Paper for the tabling of
the papers in connection with these ad-
vanees. Without waiting for those
papers to be tabled he could see them at
any time he might call at the office. On
making the application for that advance
Mr. Stone had showed that he bhad a
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very goud property at Walkaway, and
that he had a provisional licence for a
hotel, on (he construetion of whieh he
propused Lo expend £2,000. The building
was cerlilied to cost this amount, while
the land had been valued at £500, making
a total of £2500 on which Mr. Stone
secured an advance of £1,500. Before
he agreed to mnke the advance he (the
Treasurer) had instituted inquoiries, as a
result of which he learned that it had
heen ithe custom to make these advances
against buildings in the course of con-
struetim;  or af all events that sueh ad-
vanees had been wade on one or twa. oe-
easions.  He believed that Mr. Stone had
had a similar advance made some years
before on a building he was then erecting.
Before aureeing 1o make the advanee he
{the Treasurer) had submitted the matter
to the Crown Law authorifies by whom
he was informed that the transaction
would be perfectly legal.

Mr. Colltier: Did not the Solicitor-
Gieneral advige against it?
The TREASTURER: The Solicitor-

Genernl had said that it would be inad-
vigable Lo make such an advance; at the
samme time he had declaved to its perfect
legality.  THe {the Treasurer) deciddd
that it would be quite safe to make the
advance sn long as it was properly safe-
guarded. The payments were only to he
made against wark actually done. Then
the question of valuation had cropped up.
The valuation of £300 was one made hy
Mr. Earlee. He (the Treasurer) had
wrillen a  wminuefe instructing that fthis
valuativn ninst be endorsed by Mr. Vietor,
the Perth valuator. A reply had come
back from the Under-Secretary intimating
that Ay, Barle had already valued for
the (iovernment on property in that dis-
triet. and that it would be an expensive
matier to send Mr. Vietor up. On re-
ceipt of this minute he (the Treasurer}
had naturally aceepted Mr. Earvle’s valna-
tion. amd the transaction was ecarried
throngh. Ti might be that, as the mem-
her fur Murchison had said, the land was
over-valued: ai any rate the security was
ample.  In addition to the land and
huildinz the department had BJr. Stone
him=elt as securtty. The Treasury had
not {aken very mueh risk in the transac-
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tion, even admitting that possibly the de-
partment had been misled as to the value
of the sile. Aeeording to the member for
Murchison himself Mr., Stone had sinee
been able (o sell out at a consilerable
profit.

Mr. Nanson: You
strengih of the licence.

The TREASURER: The licence had
been a faetor in the transaction. A four
milling building was not of mueh worth
excepl it were used for the purposes of
flour milling; so tov with a hrewery,
excepi 1t were uged for the purpose of a
brewery the building was not of mueh
valne.

Mr. Draper: The licence could only
have been a provisional one.

The TREASURER : Even a provisional
licence was worth something. The mem-
her For Murchisen had shown that the
property had sinee changad hands at a
very g¢ongiderable profit to the seller. An
mmspection of the papers wonld show
that the transaction had been one per-
fectly elear and above hoard. No ex-
ceplion whatever could he taken to the
transaction; it was a safe and profitable
investinent for the Treasury. Indeed,
very few of (he advances made by the
Savings Bank had turned out at all
vigky.

Mr. COLLIER: The explanation of
the Treasurer showed that the Treasury
had heen travelling over very dangerous
ground; it diselosed the faet that M.
Stone's own valuation had been aceepted.

The Lreasurer: No, Mr. Earle’s valua-
tion.

Mr. COLLIER: After all it had been
Mz, Sione’s valuation, for Mr, Earle hod
acted as Mr, Sione’s valuator. He (Mr.
Collier) would aceept. Mr. Earle’s valna-
tion in regard to any other property, but
seeing that he had already volued this
property for Mr, Stone his valuation
should not have been accepled by the Gov-
ernment without endarsement. The Trea-
surer would hardly accept without verifi-
cation his (Mr. Collier’s) valnation of a
property on which he (Mr. Collier)
desired an advance. In this cagse Mr.
Earle, although a Government valuator
was also Mr. Stone’s valuator.  Tndeed.
prior to this Mr. Earle had been in the

advanced on the
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employ of Mr. Stone. Yet the Treasurer
had accepted Mr. Barle’s valuation for no
better reason than that it would be ex-
pensive to send up a special officer. Had
it been plain John Brown or Jim Smith
instead of Mr. Stone, M.L.A., the valua-
tion would not have been accepted. The
Treasurer had stated that it was cusbom-
ary to make advances of this kind on
hotels in course of consiruetion.

The Treaswrer: 1 did not say that.

Mr. COLLIER : The Treasurer had
said thait it was customary to make ad-
vances. of this kind, which amounted to
the same thing. It could be learned from
the report of the Auditor-General that
this praetice of lending money for the
purpose of crecting hotels was not ap-
proved of; and the Solicitor-General,
while admitting the legality of the trans-
action had expessed the opinion that it
wonld be inadvisable to carry it through,
Hotel property was not generally con-
sidered good seeurity at all. Certainly
a provisional licence had been granted
for this particular hotel; but that was
no guarantee that the general licence
would ever he issued. In any case the
hotel might have been deprived of its
licence at any time; where then would
be the security of the Treasurer? The
property had been valuéd by the roads
board at £30; Mr. Slone himself had
paid only £60 for it, and had then gone
to the Treasury and valued the land at
£500,

The Treasurer: How do you know he
paid only £607

Mr. COLLIER: It had been authorita-
tively said that Mr. Stone had paid
only £60 and he (Mr. Collier) was satis-
fied that the information was correct.
Certainly lhe roads board had valued it
at £30. The Treasurer himself would
not deny that. Yet Mr. Stone had been
able to secure an advance of £1,500 from
the Savings Bank on the score that he
intended to erect on this land a building
valued at £2,000. If the Treasurer pro-
ceeded on these lines, he wonld make some
had deals. It would be difficult for any
individual other than a member of Par-
liament to secure thiz advantage.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS :
There was at Walkaway a hotel owned by
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Mr. Stone that the leensing Dbeucl had
ordered ic be re-built, and Mr. Stone
obtained a provisional licence for a new
building, so that it was merely a transfer
of the licence from the old building to
the new. In view of the fact that Mr.
Farle held from the Government his
licence to value, the means whereby he
gained his livelihood, it was of the ut-
most importance that in any dealings
in which the Government were concerned
his valuation should be fair and reason-
able; otherwise, assuming the fuarts were
as stated by the Opposition, his licence to
value would be cancelled. Yn a wafter
like this the Treasurer could oalv aet on
the advice of his responsible oificers who
were conbinually dealing with these frans-
actions. If finanecial instituticus rofused
to advance on buildings in eourss of con-
struction, there wonld be very little money
loaned on property. It was an every
day transaction, and if Mr. Stone had
heen a private individuval, instead of a
member of Parliament, there would not
have heen a single word said about the
matter; but there was always a tendency,
especially on the Opposition side of the
House, to look for “the nigger in the
fence.” From his experience, those who
were always capable of suspicions of this
deseription, would be eapable of im-
proper actions themselves.

Mr. HOLMAN: That was a character-
istic remark from the hon. member. The
information had been asked for in a pro-
per manner, and inferring that the Uppo-
sition were doing wrong, waz despicable
on the part of the Minister. Members
were perfectly justified. The whole hun-
dred acres of which the portion en whieh
the hotel was built formed part, was
valued at only £50. The Solicitor Gen-
eral in reply to the Anditor Genernl had
forwarded the following minate in regard
i the matter:—

“So long as the amount advanced
for the time heing does not exceed
three-fifths of the valuation of a nerson
nomwinated by the Treasurer. I an not
prepared to advise that # would be
unlawful to entertain a proposal for
an advance on the security of land and
buildings to be erected iherson to be
made in instalmems as the buildings
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progress: but as  dependence would
have to be placed on the horrower to
provide a portion of the funds re-
gnired v complete the buildings from
other sourees, and in case of delault
the statutory limitation as to  the
amount to be advaneed would prohibit
the Treasurer from supplementing the
advance, the Treasurer would. in my
opinion, be ill-advised to advance
against- a security of that kind.”
What minule would the Solicitor Gen-
eral have written, if he had been inforned
that the value of the land was only £30
instead of £3002 He (Mr. Ilolinan)
still maintaiued that no one outside of the
House would have secured the same good
terms. Just previons to this loan, there
was ho man more active against the Gov-
ernment than Mr. Stone, but afierwards
he came forward and moved the gzag on
every oceasion. Members were justified
in asking for this information, yet when
they did so in order to try to prevent
things like this occuring again, they were
accused of seeing “a nigger in the fence.”
One could see where a man who was a
partrer in a laundrey had been, it was be-
lieved, appointed a hydraulic engineer;
that was “a nigger in the fence” There
was no existing licence for this particular
bleek of land, the licence was for prem-
ises on the opposite ecorner, and it was nn-
derstood that one of the reasons why this
block was bought was because terms
eould not be made with the lessee in occu-
pation ot Ihe existing premises. There
was a great deal mare information in his
{(Mr. IHolman’s) possession, and he would
llave been stronger in his remarks if Mr.
Stone had heen in the Chamber with op-
portimily lo defend himself. The only
desire now was fo impress on Lhe Treas-
urer that what was fish for ithe guose
should he fish for the gander, and he used
the word “iish” puorposely, becaunze (his
transaetion was so lughly favoured.

Mr. DRAPER: With every desire to
be fair, and with no desire to make any
insinuations against any member of the
Government or of the House, he thought
this was rather a hasty way of discussing
a matter of this kind. When we were
dealing with the investment of moneys
placed in the Savings Bank by the peo-
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ple of the State, surely ewbers had the
vight to see that the provisions of the
statite governing the invesiment of those
funds were carried ouf, and the right to
criticise.  Property unimproved of the
value of say, £100, was offered to Lhe
Government as security for a loan of
£1.500. No donbt a provisional licence
had been obtained, and it was intended
te build a hotel on the bloek, [t was
true the applicant had other preises
acrvss the read holding a heence, bnt
those premises and the licence were not
wiving a seeurity for the loan nor were
they mentioned in the application. A
valuation was made by Mr. Stone’s vala-
ator, and not by the Governmeni valuator,
On veeeiving that valuation the Treasnrer
at fivst thought he should have another
valuatien wmade. 1t was o pity that in-
lention was not earvied out, because any-
viie knew that aceepting the valuation
made by a person employed hy the one
desirous of gelting the loan was a some-
what risky proceeding. No doubt, un-
intentionally  sometimes, people placed
higher values on their property than they
should. Tn this case ithe Treasurer aceep-
ted the valuation given by My, Earle in-
stead of having an independent valuer as
required by the Aet. The Aei also pro-
vided that advances must not be made to
wore than three-fifths of the value of the
property, bui the only property aof that
{ime was this block of land worlh say,
£100. Quite true, it a holel was erected
on the land the property would he worth
eonziderably more, but it was obhvious
there was at the time notlnng like the mar-
gin required by the Aet. Again, the
iovernment placed themselves entirely in
a false position. 'The real security for
the loan was not in the building or the
Jand, but in the licence, and if the licen-
sing hench at a later date had refused a
licence it would have been interesting to
see the eomments sent by the Crown Law
Department or some other department to
the licensing magisivates. At all eveuts,
where funds of the Savings Bank were
invested, it was due to lhe depositors to
see that the requiremnfs of the Act re-
garding invesiments were strietly adhered
to. Mention was made of the fael that
advanees should noi- he made for the pur-
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posex of building. but thal was an every
day transaction.

Mr. Ifoplins: Hear, hear.

Mr. DRAPER: Tt was done in a very
simple way, and if carried out with due
precauntion there was little risk, because
advanees could be made from time to
time upon the progress certificates of the
supervising architeet.  There was little
to be =aid upon that part of the guestion,
but one must eomplain that the advance
was made npon the valuation of the agent
of the applicant, and that no care was
taken to see that (he margin required by
the Aet was not exceeded.

The TREASURER: The hon, member
had =aid he desired Lo be fair and yet
went on to pul two aspects of the case be-
fore the Commiitee which were absolutely
erroneous.  First he said the Act stipuo-
lated that the valuation must be made by
a valuer appointed by the Treasurer. The
answer to that was that as soon as he, as
Treasarer, appointed Earle, that gentle-
man became the Government valuer for
that partienlar propecty. Then the mem-
ber said the margin of advance had been
exceeded. at the same time implying that
a three-fifths advance of the value was
made betore the building was erected, and
vet imnediately afterwards he said it was
proper to make advances when a building
was in eourse of erectien. The Treasurer
had ahsolute power (o appoint any valuer
he liked and to aceept any valuation. Mr.
Vietor was the Government valuer, and
frequently applications for advances were
gent in aceompanied by Mr. Vietor’s valu-
ation. The elient knew that Mr. Vietor
was the Government valuer and went to
bim divect before applying for the ad-
vance. ohtained his valuation, and then
submiited both together to the Treasurer.
The fees had to be paid in any event by
the applicant. and time was saved by at-
tachinz to the applieation Mr. Vielor's
valuation, and ii also effected the purpose
of enabling the applieant, if he did not

gel the advance from the Treasury. to
send in an_ application immediately to

some other institution. It did not worry
him at all whether the valuation by Mr.
Victor was obtained hefore the applica-
tion was sent in or afrerwards. It was
nut 1o be suggesied for one moment that
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ihe Govermuent vaiuer would be swayed
in the slightest by the fact that the appli-
eant had come to him and obtained a valu-
ation before he had sent in his application
for the advance. In the ease in question
the valuation of Mr, Earle come in. He
was not aware that Mr, Earle had pre-
viously valued for the Government, so he
said he eould not accept it. as a valuation
must be obtained from a Government
valuer. The minule was returned siating
that Mr. Earle had previously valued for
the Government, and under those cirenm-
stances he aecepted the valuation. IE he
thought that dr. Earle had given the
value of the land at-£500 whereas the real
value was not more than £100, that gentle-
man would not receive further work from
the Treasury so long as he was there,

Mr., Taylor: Tt is a faet, is it not, that
the land whieh was valued at £300 is not
worth more than £1009

The TREASURER would not say that.
Tf that were a fact and he could take away
My, Farle’s licence he would do so. He
had to depend upon the valuation sent in.
The valuer had heen previously trusted to
value property and, therefore, he was
jusiified in accepting the valuation on
another oecasion.  Supposing the pro-
perty was worth £100 and the building
was worth £2,000, then the applicant
would be entitled to ask for a loan of
£1.250, None of the money was received
hefore a start was made with the building. -

Mr. Holman: He got £500 before the
fonndations were built.

The TREASURER: That was not cor-
rect, ’

Mr. Holman: On the 15th December he
was granted £500, and he received another
£400 on the 23rd January.

The TREASURER: It could essily
happen that the work done between those
dates would be sufficient to warrant the
advance being made. No advance was
made in soch cases exeept on the archi-
tect’s certificate. The papers showed that
the transaction was perfectly clear, and
although he would admit the eorrectness
of the member's contention that there was
some risk in an advance of that kind if
everything failed, still there was always
soeme risk. and the lender had to take into
consideration the stability of the borrower.
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well worth the money he would perhaps
not be quite so stringent as if he had fo
depend entirely upon the property for
seeurity. The Act had been obeyed in its
entirety.

Mr, McDOWALL: The diseussion on
the item had shown that the transaction
was not properly carried out. Indispui-
ably the borrower appointed his own
valuer, What was meant by the Govern-
ment valner? Did that simply mean a
sworn valuer under the Transfer of Land
Act? Anyone who had had experience in
business of that description knew the mode
of procedure. In Melbourne during the
land boom he had extensive business in
matters of that kind, and the mode of pro-
cedure was to put in an application for
money, submitting the security to the Gov-
ernment or the institution, who wonld
then appoint their own valuer. The neces-
sary fee was paid by the applicant, and
an estimate was made of the value of the
security. In accordance with the valne of
that security so did the institution either
lend or refuse to lend the money. It was
evident that the advance was only made
up to the figure borrowed by inflating the
value of the land.: This inflated value
was put down at £500 and the valne of
the building at £2,000; therefore, on those
figures the applicant would be entitied to
borrow £1,500. It was evident thut the
land was not worth £500, consequently the
Aet was not properly complied with., If
the business of the Savings Bank or any
finaneial institotion was to be earried out
in a manner like that, losses of consider-
able magnitude must eventually take
place. Evidently the valuation was sub-
mitted with the application. Personally,
he would like when borrowing money to
be able to always choose his own valuer,
for if so, he wonld have some pretty good
transactions. The Treasurer had said that
one had to look at the stability of the
horrower quite independently from the
seeurity. So far as a publie institution
was coneerned that was an erroneous idea,
Xt was all very well for a private indivi-
dual who had money to lend to look at the
stability of the borrower, but in a public
institution where it was provided that
money should be lent upon the value of
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the seeurity, such an aspeet of the case
should not be considered. It bhad been
elearly shown that the business- of the
bank was not ¢enducted on a sound finan-
cial basis.

Mr. ANGWIN: As to the question of
advaneing money for the purpose of build-
ing hotels, it appeared that in this case
the money was granted especially on ibe
intention of the licensing court to grant
the licence in the event of {he hotel
being construeted in a proper manner.

It appeared o him if the Government had

launched out in lending money wholesale
on hotels through the State, there seemed
to be reason for delaying the intreduction
of the loeal option Bill. It must be that
the securities which the Government held
were s0 numerous that if this Bill came
into foree those securities would entirely
vanish. IHis hope was that that was not
50; but it would be interesting to mem-
hers if the Treasurer counld tell them how
many bhotels throunghout the State the
Government had advanced money on;
how many hotels they held seeurities over,
and what interest they held in the ligquor
traffic.

The TREASURER: It was not pos-,
sible to tell the hon. member off-hand,
but he did not think that many advances
had been made on hotels.

Mr. WALKFER: From what the Trea-
surer had stated very little money had
heen advanced on hotels,

The Treasurer: Not much has heen
advanced.

Mr. WALKER: The present instance
was more or less an exception?

The Treasurer : The hon. member is
not going to try and draw me inte mak-
ing a statement.

Mr. WALKER: Then there was the
statement of the Treasurer that in ad-
vancing to horrowers there was the ele-
ment of personal charaeter, and know-
ledge of the man, to he considered, in-
dependent of the seeurity he offered for
the loan. What he would like to know
was how many there were in this exceed-
ingly fortunate position. Donbtless Mr.
Stone had been a fortunate budiness man,
bnt how many were there similarly situ-
ated and to whom the Government had
advaneed loans? It would he interesting
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L bave a return of that kind, ‘While
personal character he admitted was an
element of security, some men might not
have a penny of assets, bui who by their
integrity and business capacity might be
perfectly irustworthy, and it might be
safe for people to give them a loan know-
ing well it would be redeemed in ihe course
of time. How many were there who
could go to the Savings Bank and ask
for a lban under such cirenmstances?
There were zcores and hundreds in the
State whose character stood high, whose
integrity, was mueh trusted, and whe
in fact had no black marks against
their names, and yet if they went to the
Savings Bank aud offered the security
that Mr. Stone offeved, they would be
politely told that the Government was
not doing business. Who had had ad-
vunces made bevond the value of their
securities ¢

The Treasurer: No such advances have
heen made.

Mr. WALKER: Bnt the present was
one of the kind.

The Treasurer: No,

Mr. WALKER : It showed that if Mr.
Stone had not been what he was, the loan
would not have been advanced.

The Treasurer: No.

Mr. WALKER: The Treasnrer had
gone fo the trouble of stating that there
were other elements.

The TREASURER : The hon, member
wag misrepresenting what had been siated.
In answer to an argument used by the
member for Murchison and ihe member
for West Perth ihat if this building had
not been given a licence, what would the
Bank have recovered on, as the value
would not have been there; he veplied
that there was the man behind also, and
he was a man who was well known. That
was what he had said. The advance was
not one bevond the value which had bheen
set forth,

Mr. WALKER: The explanation had
not aided ibe Treasurer at all. There
were none so blind as those who would
not see. The argnment had been adduced
that if the hotel diG not get a licence the
value wonld po down and the Govern-
ment wonld not have the seeurity that
should be demanded by the amount of the
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loan.  Buf the Treasnver said, taking that
risk iniv consideraiion and the risk sug-
gested by the member for East Fremantle,
that if local option came in to-morrow
and destroyed ibLe licence, he would take
in the man behind it. The uliimate se-
curity therefore would be Pat. Stone.
That was the argument of the Treasurer.
1t was a clear admission that they knew
the applicant for the loan, and knowing
him they could discount ihe risk of the
licence and the risk of anything else and
say, “We lent on the personal word and
personal  inlegrity of the applicant.”
I'bat was nol sonnd business. I should
not be encouraged, and there should be
more caution exercised in the treatment
of members of Parliament in their appli-
cations for even business favours than
was exercised among ordibary citizess,
tor the purpose of preserving the good
name of honest, upright government in
the State. It wounld be far bebter to let
members of Parliamen{ be under a dis-
advantage than to have the escutcheon
soiled 1o any form whatever. There could
he no denying the faet that this frans-
action had immensely soiled the reputa-
tion of the State. It was known outside
that the loan was granted altogether ir-
respective of the seeurity. It was the
duty of hon. members to speak out in
order that these things might not occur
again in the future. A member of Par-
liament should have no favours shown
him. In this ivstance it looked as though
favour had been exercised.

Mr. TROY: It was desirable that
country depositors in the Savings Bank
should he aceorded the same facilities as
were enjoyed by the depositors in the
City. He had had some correspondence
with tha Treasmry on this subject. Coun-
try depositors had {o give notice of their
intention of withdrawing. They onght
to be allowed to withdraw in the same
manner as eity depositors could do.

The Ireasurer: So they ecan.

Mr. TROY: The country depositors
had to wait 24 hours. A promise had
been made by the department that the
more convenient system would be intro-
duced in respect of the country deposi-
tors.
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The Treqsurer: 1 think it does ob-
tain.

Mr. TROY: In reply to a communica-
tion which he had recently sent to the
department he had been told that the
Treasurer intended shortly to make a
provision that would place the country
depositors on the same footing as those
in the city. The matter was of consider-
able importanee to ecountry depositors,
and he hoped the Treasurer would carry
out his intention in that respect.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Government Stores, £8,033:

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It had been ere-
dibly siated that owing to the aection of
the Government in favouring one particu-
lar firm other storekeepers in the Den-
mark and Jarvahwood distriets where
public works were under construction,
were unable to compete with that firm
i1 the matter of stores. So well had that
particuiar firm been freated af the hands
of the Government that monopolies had
been set up in those centres. He had
no wish to drag in the question of that
firm being supporters of the Government,
If the system of favouring one frm
aguinsy another could not be otherwise
overconle, it would be better for the
Governmeni Lo run stores themselves.
The Trock Aect had been introduced to
prevert eollusion between employer and
. emplovee, but as hon. members knew,
the Aruek Aet in Western Australia was
a deal letter. He had raised the ques-
tion in the hopes of getting from the
Treasurer an assurance that no special
favours wounld be shown to this particular
firm.

Hon. ¥, H. PIESSE: Was this a dis-
cussion in connection with the stores of
the State? It seemed rather to be in
connection with the stores of private in-
dividuals. .

The CHAIRMAN: The member for
Forrest was distinetly out of order in
bringing forward the question at that
juneture. However, it seemed to him
(the Chairman) that as the member was
new to the forms of the House, and as
he had been making but a few brief re-
marks, it would be only fair to allow him
to conclude. Just the same, the disens-
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sion was entirely irrelevant to the vote
before the House.

‘The TREASURER: Notwithstanding
that the bon. member had been out of
vrder, if he would supply bim (the Trea-
surer) with the specitic information he
appeared to be possessed of the matter
would be inguired into. He (the Trea-
surer) knew of no such condition of
affairs as was pointed to by the hon.
wember.

My, ANGWIN: The question ¢f Gov-
ernment stores would bear some explana-
tion from the Treasurer. When the last
Estimates had been before the Committee
the Treasurer had spoken of the saving
to be effected by reverting to a system of
genera]l Government stores. A board had
been appointed for the express pwrpose
That board
Liad condemned the stores situated at Fre-
mantle. He (Mr. Angwin) had then
pointed out that the statements made by
the board should net, for certain reasons
he had given, carry weight with the Com-
mittee. The Treasurer had said that
under the system suggested by the bhoard
and recomunended by the Public Service
Commissioner a saving of £2,500 wounld
be effected in salaries alone; in addition
to which a very large indirect saving
could be anticipated. Now it would seem
that the savings for the year were esti-
mated to be not £2,500, but £335.

The Treaswrer: The system is not yet
fully established. You must give it time;
von gtill have the stores at North Fre-
mantle.

My, ANGWIN: Only the bulk store
remained at North Fremantle, the office
having been removed to Perth. Twelve
months had been spent in the establish-
ing of this new system, and now the
Treasurer said time must be given. Inm
his (Mr. Angwin’s) opinion, it showed
conclusively that the recommendations of
the hoard, and of the Public Service Com-
missioner had not heen worth the paper
they were wriiten on. So far back as
1896 an officer had been sent to the ofher
States for the express purpose of mak-
ing inquiries into the management of the
Stores Department. That officer, who
was now lhe Public Service Commissioner,
had pointed oui in his report that the
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knowledge gained had convinced him that
a great saving could be effecied if the
storez were cenivally sitwated at Perth
aud placed under one manager. It was
now found ¢hat these recommenda-
tions had not borne frnit. The salary of
the manager had been increased, and so
also that of the inspector. It was seen
too that it was intended to pay the Ten-
der Board, which consisted of officers of
the department, fees fur atiending meet-
ings. Tt all went to show that this was
e of the depariments where the prun-
ing knife could be used. When the time
came, he would move to reduce the vote
by the amount which they had been told
would be saved by the introduction of the
new system.

The TREASURER : It was to be
hoped the hon, member would not he so
drastie as to move to reduce the vote hy
£2,500. Although the hon. member could
not see the full advantage in conneciion
with the alteration in the stores branch,
it was there, and as soon as the alteration
was made in its entirety the full estimated
saving would be cffected. The complete
scheme as set oub in the report of the
board of inquiry, and recommended by the
Commissioner, had not yet heen carried
into effeet. It was true that a stores
manager had been appointed, together
with a secretary, bui the old Board was
still 1 existence. Moreover, the officers
were in a temporary building for which
rent was being paid. Even in face of
these disabilities, the arrangement was
showing a considerable saving as com-
pared with the old system. As yet only
a deerease of £335 was shown, but it was
to be taken inio consideration that there
had been very much more saved than was
apparent by these figures. For instance,
there was the item of £513 for salaries of
officers who were still in the employ—offi-
cers who would utimately be transferred
to other departments or dispensed with
altogether. Then there was the item of
£500 for the extra amount of advertising,
printing, ete., in conneetion with the
siores contraets. Again, there was a con-
siderable amount included in the inei-
dentals, whieh would not appear next
year. There was an estimated inci-
dental expenditure of £200 in connection

(45)
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with the stores branch of the Puhlie
Works Department for last year included
in the item of £708, which was covered
by this vote. These made a saving of
£1,548. We had also to consider that
there would be certain fees amounting o
£263 to be paid to the members of the
Tender Board when appointed, These Es-
limates reprezented a saving of £1,500
on the old system, and when the eentral
stores were established in the near future,
though the bulk stores would remain at
Fremantle for railway material and coal,
there would be the full saving set forth
mr the inquiry board’s éstimate, namely
£2,500 per annum. The 7'ender Board
was to e established under the scheme
almost divectly, and would carry on in the
present femporary building until we could
erect a suitable building with a river
frontage at the foot of William-street.
Tt was intended to provide £4,000 on the
Loan Estimates for a building which
would, for all time, aecommodate the de-
partment,

Mr. Angwin: You have offices already
at Fremantle; why not use those?

The TREASURER: They were not
central enough. The saving by establish-
ing offices in Perth would be enormous.
There would not only he the supervision
of stores imported by the varions de-
partments but aiso supervision of stores
supplied by the different merchants in
the State, a supervision that had never
been exercised in the past, the goods
having been despatched direct from thc
merchants to the departments.

Mr. Angwin: That is done now.

Mr. Johnson: Are you going to bring
the goods up by water?

The TREASURER: Some by water
and some by rail. The heavy material
must lie at Fremantle, such as coal.

Mr. Joknsan: That is now going to
Midland Juaetion.

The TREASURER: Assurance was
given only yesterday by the Stores Man-
ager that there was any quantity of eoal
within the fence at North Fremantle, and
that it was replaced as it was used. The
stores for the working railways might be
heing removed to Midland Junction, but
material belonging to other departments
must remain in the existing stores until
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the new store was established, and then
North Fremantle would become a bulk
store. Any member who had carefully
read the report of the inquiry board,
which was adopted and strongly recom-
mended by the Public Service Commis-
sioner, must be of opinion that it was a
move in the right direecfion. When the
system was in working order there would
be the saving estimated, and it would be
of great benefit to the different Jepart-
ments,

Mr, ANGWIN: The Minister had evi-
dently heen led astray by the Stores Mai-
ager. That officer had nothing to do
with railway stores. The railway coal
was gradually being removed from North
Fremantle to Midland Junetion. Thore
conld be no saving in tearing down or
leaving idle one building with -ample ac-
commodation sufficient to carry all the
stores of the departments, and huilding
new premises to have them centralised
in Perth. These Estimates showed that
it was impossible to carry ont the reeom-
mendations of the board. What the
Treasurer claimed as savings were the
indirect savings the Minister had men-
tioned last year as additional to the eshi-
mated saving of £2,500. Why should we
pay rent for premises while existing
buildings remained idle? He (Mr. Ang-
win) was still of the opinion he expressed
twelve months ago, that the board’s report
was incorrect, and that it was the neglect
of the officers that had caused the deter-
10ration of the stores at North Fremnantle.
By means of the telephone sysiemn the
stores could be as easily managed av North
Fremantle as in Perth a quarter of a
mile from other departments. It must
not be lost sight of that owing to the de-
velopment of the North-West there would
be a great deal of shipping nesessury in
conneetion with the Government stores,
perhaps as much as railage; also in re-
gard to railing stores, it was just as easy
to send material from Fremantle as
from Perth; because as a rule the
merghants had their bulk stores at Fre-
mantle, and it was just as easy for them
to send their samples to stores at Fre-
mantle as to central stores in Perth. The
Treasurer should reconsider the question.
If he went into the investigations made
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by Mr. Gardiner he would find that what
actuated Mr, Gardiner at that time would
also actuate him now in altering a condi-
tion of affairs which meant increased ex-
penditure immediately oo new buildings.
Members of the Tender Board who were
officers of the various departments draw-
ing high salaries, attended to the work
of the board in office hours, yet it was
proposed to spend £263 in fees. .

[Mr. Taylor took the Chair]
Ttem, Stores manager, £420 :
Mr. ANGWIN moved—
That the item be reduced by £12.

The Commissioner had classified the posi-
tion at £405, and no increase in salary
shouid be given to the officer at the
present time, considering the financial
position and the treatment being meted
out to officials of the Education Depart-
ment and elsewhere.

The TREASURER : This was a new
appointment altogether and was not the
same position as that appearing on last
year's Estimates. Applications were call-
ed for the position, and Mr. Simpson was
appointed. The officer was appointed
at a salary of £420 at the latter end of last
year.

Mr. Collier : He is past the minimum
now.

The TREASURER : The position was
classified by the Commissioner, when he
called for applications, at £420. The
classification referred to by the hon. mem-
ber was that for the position appearing
on Iast year’s Estimates, which was
different altogether. The same remarks
applied to the classification of inspector
and secretary in this department, which
was newly made when the applications
for tke positions were called for.

Mr. BROWN : This item showed an in-
erease and he would support the attempt
to reduce it. He intended to oppose
every increase in salary throughout the
Estimates, and this was one among the
number.

The TREASURER : There was not an
incresse in this itern. The appointment
was & new one altogether, and one made
in accordance with the new stores
scheme approved of by Parliement last
year. The official was now Stores
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manager, whereas previously he was but
the storekeeper of the Public, Works
Department. In connection with his
duties now he also had to perform those
of secretary of the Tender and Supply
Board.

Mr. Brown:
been appointed.

The TREASURER : Mr, Simpson was
a thoroughly good man, and the member
for Perth should not make such a state-
ment.,

Mz, Brown: It was a case of favour-
itism all the same.

The TREASURER : Mi. Simpson had
done excellent work in the department
for a number of years.

Mr. JOHNSON: Strong exception
should be taken to the remarks of the
member for Perth. When in office he
had come in contact with Mr. Simpson
and found him to be one of the brightest
men in the public service. When he
heard that the officer had been appointed
general stores manager and that it was
intended to concentrate all the stores in
one branch—a very desirable and neces-
sary and economical course to adopt—
his estimation of the Public Service Com-
missioner became much higher than it
had been formerly. Mr. Simpson was
the right man in the right place.

Mz Brown : That is your opinion.

Mr. JOHNSON : Yes, and his exper-
ience was better than that of the member
for Perth, for although he had not a very
lengthy experience when in office of Mr.
Simpson he had sufficient to recognise
his ability, and certainly had much mare
knowledge on the question than the mem-
ber for Perth. The Government and
the Public Service Commissioner had
agreed that it was possible to bring about
certain econemies by concentrating all
the stores under one head.

Mr. O’Loghlien : Have economies re-
sulted yet ? .

Mr. JOHNSON : The new scheme had
not yet been put into actual operation.
In all large undertakings the best way to
bring about economy was to have concen-
tration. Take the water supplies for an
example. Thousands of pounds a year
were wasted because there was decentral-
isation in administration ; there was one

He should never have
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branch at Fremantls, another at Clare-
mont, another at Perth, and yet another
on the goldfields, and each one had a
chief clerk, accountant and innumerable
other officers. The only way to econo-
mise on a large scale was by centralis-
ation and to make one central
office wherever possible. Centralisation
in certain directions was undesirable but
not in a case such as this.

Mr. Bath: When is the economy to
come ? ;

Mr. JOHNSON : When the stores were
concentrated under one building. It had
been decided to erect a building in
William-street on Government land ; the
position was a central and good one.
After the building was completed stores
now in various parts of the metropolitan
area would be concentrated. With the
decision to cencentrate the stores it was
necessary to have a stores manager ;
applications were called for and: various
persons applied for the position, with
the result that the Public Service Com-
missioner selected Mr. Simpson, There
being an increase in responsibility it was
decided to increase the salary, and this
increase was provided on the Estimates
now under discussion. It was not an
increase for the officer but an increase for
the office ; it was altogether different irom
theitemappesaring on last year’s Estimates.
The Committee would not be justified in
reducing the amount. He desired to
congratulate the Government on adopt-
ing the suggestion of the Public Service
Commissioner to concentrate the stores,
and to congratulata the Commissioner
on securing the services of a very com-
petent officer.

Mr. BATH : As far as the whole of the
Estimates were concerned there would be
nothing standing in the way of any one
of the departmental staffs of Western
Australia going straight to heaven when
the time arrived without any sin what-
ever recorded against him. If the
Opposition criticised them the Govern-
ment _replied that they were all right ;
the officers were absolutely the very acme
of perfection. If the Government did
not praise them there was bound to be
some member of the Opposition who
would say they were all that could he



1324 Aunnunl Estimates ;
desired. Therefore there was nothing
to worry about. He was still convinced
however that there was plenty of room
for improvement in the ranks of the civil
service of Western Australia. and what-
ever might be the capacity of these
gentlemen, in view of the attitude
adopted towards men who were not re-
ceiving a fourth of the salary paid in the
case under review, the amendment was
one which should be supported by the
Committee, seeing that £408 seemed to
be a fair salary for the position.

The TREASURER : The: position had
bheen classified by the Publie Service
Commissioner and it was advertised at
£420 to commence with. Mr. Simpson
applied for it. He was receiving £400
and in accordance with custom the Com-
missioner took into consideration the
salary that the officer was receiving at
the time that he applied for the appoint-
ment and he fixed the salary at £420
rising up to a maximum of £450. Mr.
Simpson received the appointment in
February, 1908. Supposing the Com-
mittee reduced the vote by £20 what
claim would Mr. Simpson have against
the (GGovernment '

Myr. Jacoby : None at all if the Com-
mittes reduced the vote.

The TREASURER : In his opinion
Mr. Simpson would have a very strong
claim against the Government. Under
the Act if the appointment was approved
by the Governor-in-Council it became
practically a contract ; at any rate it
would be unwise and unfair to reduce the
item. This gentleman was an excellent
officer and had a splendid record in the
service of the State. Surely the Com-
mittee were not going to dishearten a
man for a paltry £20 when he was ap-
pointed to the position and selected from
many applicants. This gentleman would
make & saving of £2,500, which the mem-
ber for East Fremantle seemed to doubt.
In these Estimates, although the figures
did not show more than £323 saving, the
actual saving this year would be some-
t"ing like £1,800.

Mr. ANGWIN : While admitting all
that had been said ahout Mr. Simpson he
wished to point out that the Treasurer,
while keeping a man who had been earn-

[ASSEMBLY.

Committee of Supply.

ing a salary of £408 from getting a further

increase .of £12, and, according to the

Treasurer, disheartening him, there was

the poor school teacher who was banished

to the bush and was earning only £100 a

year,

The Treasurer: Where is he ?

Mr. ANGWIN : Tt would be wise be-
fore the Treasurerls estimates were
finished to produce the Treasurer’s
reply to the deputation of school teachers
to remind him of his own statement that
the financial condition of the State was
such that it was impossible to grant in-
creases which he admitted they were
entitled to. It was not the amount he
was complaining about, it was whether
officers holding high positions should
have their salaries increased at the
present juncture. From the report of
the Public Service Commissioner only one
conclusion could be formed, namely that
at the start of this work the Public
Bervice Commissioner had been of
opinion that £405 was a sufficient salary.
But because the officer appointed had
been previously earning £400, the Trea-
surer had said that in the making of the
appointment that officer’s previous salary
had been taken into consideration. He
(Mr. Angwin) might ask had that same
system been followed in respect of the
appointment of the chief electoral officer
whose salary was fixed at a lesser amoung
than that réeeived by the inspector of
rolls ?-

- Amendment put and negatived.
Ttem, Tender Board {ees, £263:
Mr. ANGWIN : It was scarcely neces-

sary to remind hon. members that the

Tender Board consisted of officers of

departments, who attended to their

duties in connection with the Tender

Board during office hours. That being

s0, it was, in his (Mr. Angwin's) opinion,

unnecessary to pay the board any fees,
seeing that the members of that board
were mercly carrying out the duties for
which they were already being paid.
For that reason he moved :—
That the item be struck oul.

The TREASURIER : The hon. member
was quite wrong in lis impression in re-
gard to the Tender Board, These officers
could not attend to the business of the
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board during office hours, They had to
hold their meetings in the evenings.

Mr. Angwin : They used to meet every
Tuesday afternoon.

The TREASURER : Under the old
system the board had met in the after-
noons, but under the new system they
had to meet in the evenings. The board
consisted of permanent heads of depart-
ments, each of whom had a deputy. The
members of the board were the Engineer-
in-Chiel, the Under Secretary for Mines,
the Under Secretary in the Colonial
Secretary’s Department, the Under Secre-
tary for Law, and the Commissioner of
Railways. Each had a deputy in case
of inability to attend, the deputies being
next in command in their respeetive de-
partments. By this system a cornbin-
ation of practical knowledge of the de-
partments was brought together, thereby
ensuring the best results. Tt was only
fair that those gentlemen, when they
attended evening meetings, should collect
fees, which by the way amounted t{o a
guinea a sitting & piece. The hon. merm-
ber would be ill-advised in pressing his
amendment.

[Mr. Daglish resumed the Chair.].

Mr. COLLIER : It was to be hoped the
member would press his amendment, Tt
looked very like giving plums to those
already well provided for. Why should
an additional pound a week be given to a
man like the Commissioner of Railways,
who was drawing £1.500 & year ? Every-
one of the officers mentioned as composing
the board was drawing upwards of £600
or £700 a year. Seeing that they met
only once a week, surely they could find
sufficient time to get away from their
duties during the day to carry out the
business of the board. 1If there was any
officer of the department who could be
spared for an hour or two during the
week it was the under secretary. Clerks
had regular routine to perform, but the
under secretary could get away aimost
at any time. Hon. members would
scarcely be doing their duty if they passed
an item like this, providing an additional
pound a week for men slready drawing
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large salaries.
amendment.

Mr. JACOBY : As we were econo-
mising in every direction and penalising
some of the Jower paid men in the service,
it would be a disgrace if one voted for the
retention of this item. It was regrettable
the Government should attempt to ask
members to give thesc officers drawing
high salaries further amounts.

Mr. TROY : These officers would not
be able to devote the necessary time de-
manded by such important work as that
required from a tender beard if they
were only to devote one evening in the
week to it. It would be far better if
they could leave their offtices for certain
hours during the day. The Auditor
General! had condemned the slipshod
manner in which the Tender Board had
carried on. It was because of this ship-
shod way of doing things that there had
been defalcations of thousands of pounds,
vet we proposed to allow the members of
the board to attend to the work in their
spare timie. At any rate, officers who
received such high salaries should have
sufficient patriotism to give this little
extra service the Btate asked from them
without extra remuneration,

The ATTORNEY CENERAL: If
members rejected this item it would
practically mean putting an end to the
scheme of reorganisation of which this
was only a part. The scheme. which it was
admitted should be given a trial, con-
templated the formation of a new hoard
under entirely new conditions. The im-
portance of the work done by the board
was admitted, but to ask public servants
to come back after office hours to do it.
and to do it gratuitously. and to expect
it to be done properly was to indulge
in an haliucination. The other proposi-
tion that they should do it in their office
hours had heen tried and failed. The
work was not slummed hbecause the
board wanted to slum it. it was hecause
the officers had to hurry the work in
order to get back to their offices. 1t was
a matter of considerable inconvenience
that the Under Secretary of the Crown
Law Department should he absent on
Tuesday afternoons.

He would support the
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Mr. Brown: What does he know
about stores ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
under secretary should know some-
thing about the stores required for his
own department.

Mr. Johnson: Would to goodness
there were more like him on the
board.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Cer-
tainly if there were more like him there
would be considerable improvements.
As a result of the work being slommed
the State had lost a considerable sum of
money. The new scheme was to abviate
rushing the work through in office hours
and to ask the officers to devote their
time after office howrs. It was worthy
of a trial, and we could only make a
success of it if we gave some reasonable
remuneration. The fees proposed were
certainly reasonable for the important
and onerous work the board would be
called apon to do.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes .- . .21
Noes ‘e . .. 16
Majority for .. 5
AYEB,
Mr, Angwin Mr. McDowall
M™Mr. Bath Mr, Nanson
Mr. Brown Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Collier Mr. - Swan
Mr. GHi Mr. Troy
Mr, dourley Mr. Uaderwood
Mr. Holman Mr. Walker
Mr. Horan Mr. Ware
Mr. Hudson Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Jacoby Mr. Heltmann
Mr. Johnson (Teller).
NoEs.
Mr. Barnett Mr. Male
Mr. Carson Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Monger
Mr. Gregory Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Plesse
Mr. Hayward Mr. Price
Mr. Keenan Mr. F, Wilson
Mr. Layman Mr. Gordon
(Telier).

Amendment thus passed.
Item, Incidental, £1,350.

Mr. HOLMAN moved-—

That the item be reduced by £500.

(COUNCIL.]

Marble Bar Railway.

A considerable increase was shown in this
itemn as compared with the previous year,
and the amount might well be reduced.

The TREASURER: The increased
sum was necessary this year, as the bi-
annual contracts had to be called for, and
they necessitated the expenditure of
about £500 for printing the forms, ete. ;
that accounted for the excess this year.

Amendment put and negatived.

Vote (as reduced to £8,700) put and
passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.20 p.m.

Tegislative Counctl,
Tuesday, 12th January, 1909.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chairrat
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Report
of the Registrar of Friendy Societies for
1907. 2, Report of the Department of
Pohlic Works, 1907-1908. 3, Muniei-
pality of Perth By-law. 4, Land and
Income Tax Assessment Aet, 1907—
Amendments te Regulations.

QUESTION — PORT HEDLAND-
MARBLE BAR RAII.WAY.
Hon. B. W. PENNEFATHER, for
Hon. M. L. Moss, asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, When is it intended to eall
for tenders for the construction of the
Port Hedland-Marble Bar Railway ¢ 2,



